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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OP  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  SOMERSET  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Report  on 
the  Public  Health  Services  of  Somerset. 

The  statistical  details  are  set  out  in  accordance  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  while  the  work  of  the  various  sections 
of  the  Service  is  described  throughout  the  Report. 

Generally,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  standard  of  health  and  well¬ 
being  of  the  people  of  Somerset  remains  at  a  high  level,  but,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  this  position  is  a  continuing  duty  and  responsibility  of  this 
Department. 

It  will  be  noted  that,  despite  the  new  developments  in  the  per¬ 
sonal  health  services,  and,  particularly,  in  those  dealing  with  Mental 
Health,  very  great  attention  is  given  to  secure,  properly  and  adequately, 
the  environmental  health  services  of  the  County. 

Again,  I  refer  to  the  valuable  assistance,  freely  given,  to  your 
Services  by  many  voluntary  organisations  and  by  individuals.  Such 
voluntary  help  is  traditional  in  Somerset,  and,  despite  the  many  official 
schemes  of  today,  this  help  is  still  greatly  required,  and  we  welcome  it, 
and  we  are  glad  to  acknowledge  it  with  real  gratitude. 

In  the  daily  work  of  this  Department  great  assistance  is  given  by 
the  staff,  very  often  over  and  above  their  recognised  duties,  and,  in  the 
ordering  of  this  Report,  senior  officers  and  section  heads  have  contri¬ 
buted  the  detail  in  their  respective  sections. 

I  continue  to  be  most  grateful  for  the  assistance  of  Dr.  A.  Parry 
Jones,  more  especially  in  the  field  of  Mental  Health,  and,  also,  I  wish  to 
draw  your  attention  to  the  most  efficient  work  carried  out  by  Mr.  R.  P. 
Cottrell,  the  Chief  Administrative  Officer  to  the  Department. 

Our  relations  with  the  other  medical  and  allied  services  in  the 
County  are  extremely  good  and  many  benefits  arise  from  this  co-operation. 
Finally,  I  am  indebted  to  the  other  Departments  of  the  County  Council 
for  their  ready  assistance. 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  F.  DAVIDSON, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

October,  1963. 


County  Hall, 
Taunton. 


3 


STAFF 

The  following  are  the  Senior  Public  Health  Officers:- 
CENTRAI.  OFFICE  STAFF: 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

P rincipat  School  Medical  Officer  •* 

J.  P.  DAVIDSON,  O.B.E..  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  County  Medical  Otlicer  of  Health  •' 

Deputy  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  : 

A.  PARRY  JONES,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Medical  Officer  for  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  : 

B.  MARY  THOMPSON,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Aaaiatant  County  Medical  Officer  : 

W.  MARGARET  BOND,  M.B,,  B.S.,  D.C.H.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G. 

Chief  Dental  Officer  : 

QUENTIN  A.  DAVIES,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.(Eng.) 

County  Public  Analyat  : 

JOAN  D.  PEDEN,  B.Sc.,  P.R.I.C. 

County  Health  Inapector  : 

C.  E.  WATERFALL,  M.I.P.H.E.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

P rincipal  Adminiatrative  Officer  : 

R.  F.  COTTRELL,  D.P.A. 

County  Ambulance  Officer  : 

R.  S.  J.  BISHOP,  D.P.A.,  F.I.A.O. 

Mental  Health  Officer  : 

A.  H.  EDWARDS,  D.P.A.,  P.C.C.S. 

County  Nuraing  Officer  : 

MISS  E.  J.  GILLERAN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Q.N. 

Home  Help  Organi aer  : 

MISS  L.  C.  E.  CHALK 
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AREA  STAFF 


P.  P.  FOX,  M.B..  Ch.B. 
D.P.H. 


D.  McGOWAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. 


H.  MORRISON,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 


R.  H.  G.  H.  DENHAM,  M.D., 
D.P.H. 


R.  H.  WATSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


A.  M.  McCALL,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


D.  E.  CLARE,  M.B., 
B.S.,  D.P.H. 


Area  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School 

Medical  Officer,  Yeovil  Area  (also  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Yeovil  Borough  and  Yeovil  Rural 
Di  strict). 

Area  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School 

Medical  Officer,  V/estort-superMare  Area  (also 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough  of  Heston- 
super-Mare  and  Axbridge  Rural  District), 

Area  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School 

Medical  Officer,  Taunton  Area  (also  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Taunton  Borough,  Taunton 
Rural,  Wellington  Rural  and  Urban  Districts), 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  Bathavon 
Area  (also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Frome 
Urban  and  Rural,  Bathavon  Rural  and  Keynsham 
Urban  Districts), 

Assi  ttant  County  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional 
School  Medical  Officer,  Bridgwater  Area  (also 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Bridgwater  Borough, 
Bridgwater  Rural  and  Bumham-on-Sea  Urban 
Districts), 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  Dangport  Area 
(also  Medical  Officer  of-  Health,  Chard  Borough^ 
Ilminster  Urban,  Crewkeme  Urban,  Langport  and 
Chard  Rural  Districts), 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  Shepton  Mallet 
Area  (also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Shepton 
Mallet  Urban,  Shepton  Mallet  Rural,  Wells  City, 
Wells  Rural  and  Street  Urban  Districts), 


COMMITTEES 

The  following  are  concerned  in  matters  of  public  health:  — 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE:  and  its  Sub-Committees  for:  Midwifery  and 
Nursing  Services,  Ambulance  Service,  Water  Supplies  and 
Sewage  Disposal,  Mental  Health  Services,  and  Milk. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres):  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1,026,047 

Population  ( 1962):  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  527,240 

Live  Births  — 

Number:  8,700  Rate  per  1,000  population:  16.50 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  — 

Number:  438  Rate  per  cent  of  total  live  births:  5.03 

Stillbirths  — 

Number:  153  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births:  17.28 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  — 

Number:  8,853  Rate  per  1,000  population  :  16.79 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under.  1  year):  ...  ...  ...  151 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  -» 

Total  Infant  deaths  (151)  per  1,000  total  live  births;  17.36 
Legitimate  Infant  deaths  (140)  per  1,000  legitimate 


live  births:  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.95 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  (11)  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births:  ...  ...  ...  ...  25.11 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks)  (115)  per  1,000 

total  live  births:  ...  ...  ...  13.22 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week)  (98)  per 

1,000  total  live  births:  ...  ...  11.26 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 
combined)  (251)  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births:  ...  ...  ...  ...  28.13 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  (3)  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births:  ...  ...  ...  0.34 


COMMENT  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS: 

The  number  of  live  births  for  the  year  was  8,700,  an  increase 
of  485,  which  gives  a  rate  of  16.50  per  thousand  population,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  15.79  for  1961.  As  will  be  noted  from  Table  8  the  birth 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1962  was  18.00,  but  for  true  comparison 
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purposes  the  Somerset  figure  has  to  be  adjusted  to  make  approximate 
allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 
Somerset  population  varies  from  that  of  England  and  Wales.  The  adjus¬ 
ted  figure  for  births  for  Somerset  was  17.33. 

Stillbirths  rose  by  2  to  153,  so  the  rate,  calculated  against  the 
new  population  figure,  drops  to  a  new  low  level  of  17.28.  The  figure 
for  England  and  Wales  was  18.1. 

Illegitimate  Births  numbered  444,  of  which  438  were  live  births 
and  6  were  stillbirths.  Last  year's  total  figure  was  385.  This  increase 
brings  the  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  to  5%  of  live  births,  but  this 
is  still  below  the  National  figure  of  6.6%. 

Infant  Mortality.  Of  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of 
a^e,  98  occurred  in  the  first  week,  which  was  a  more  normal  level 
than  that  of  last  year’s  remarkably  low  figure  of  73.  There  was, 
therefore,  a  consequent  increase  in  the  mortality  rates  which  were, 
for  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  11.3;  the  first  month  13.2;  and  thfe 
first  year  17.4.  This  last  figure  compares  with  21.4  for  England  and 
Wales.  These  figures  still  compare  favourably  with  those  for  1960, 
as ‘does  the  peri-natal  mortality  rate  which  was  then  30.46  and  is  now 
28. 1. 


Children  who  died  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years 
numbered  30,  compared  with  36  last  year.  The  main  cause  of  the 
decrease  is  the  drop  in  deaths  from  accident  which  fell  from  11  to  2. 
The  principal  killer  in  this  group  was  respiratory  disease. 

Maternal  Deaths.  Three  mothers  died  from  conditions  due  to 
or  associated  with  pregnancy,  one  following  an  attempted  illegal 
abortion.  This  gave  a  maternal  mortality  rate  of  0.34  per  1,000 
births,  which  compares  with  0.12  in  1961.  The  National  rate  is  0.35. 
In  1951  the  rate  was  0.99  (7  deaths  in  7,114  births). 

DEATHS: 

The  statistical  details  regarding  deaths  are  given  in  later  tables. 
It  will  be  noted  that  the  death  rate  at  12.38  was  slightly  lower  than 
for  the  previous  year,  12.77.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.9 
and  to  compare  the  Somerset  figures  with  the  country’s  rate  it  has  to 
be  adjusted  in  the  same  way  as  the  birth  rate.  After  adjustment  the 
comparable  Somerset  rate  was  10.77. 
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PREVENTION  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES 

Table  9  gives  details  of  notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
and  their  distribution,  with  comparative  figures  for  the  previous  year. 
There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria, 

POLIOMYELITIS.  For  the  first  year  since  records  have  been 
kept  no  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  6  for  1961  and  6  for  1960. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE.  The  usual  table  is  given  below  and 
shows  the  number  of  new  cases  at  various  centres  in  the  County  during 
1962. 


Centre 

NEW  CASES 

Increase  or 
decrease 
during  1962 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Bath 

14  (55) 

11  (49) 

10  (65) 

-  1  (+  16) 

Bridgwater 

7  (33) 

4  (37) 

12  (25) 

+  8  (-  12) 

Bristol 

30  (87) 

34  (91) 

22  (97) 

-  12  (+  6) 

Taunton 

11  (27) 

8  (46) 

17  (53) 

+  9  (+  7) 

Weston-super-Mare 

6  (18) 

4  (25) 

7  (19) 

+  3  (-  6) 

Yeovil 

8  (20) 

3  (30) 

5  (32) 

+  2  (+  2) 

All  Clinics 

76(240) 

64(278) 

73(291) 

+  9  (+  13) 

The  figures  shown  in  brackets  are  the  numbers  of  new  cases 
suffering  from  ‘other  conditions’  and  conditions  undiagnosed  at  31st 
December,  1962. 
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BLIND  PERSONS 

The  Somerset  Association  for  the  Blind  continues  to  carry 
out  the  general  work  on  behalf  of,  and  with  a  grant  from,  the  County 
Council.  This  arrangement  works  very  well  in  practice,  and  with  real 
advantages  to  the  blind. 

Nine  Home  Teachers,  one  of  whom  is  blind,  were  employed  by 
the  County  Association  during  1962.  There  were  27  home  workers 
and  4  workshop  employees  under  the  supervision  of  the  Bristol  Royal 
Workshops  for  the  Blind.  At  the  end  of  1962,  1,221  persons  (499  male 
and  722  female)  in  the  County  were  registered  as  blind  —  this  is  an 
increase  of  40  over  1961.  In  addition,  there  were  175  persons  regis¬ 
tered  as  being  Partially  Sighted. 

As  previously,  prior  to  admission  to  the  Register  of  Blind 
Persons,  it  is  necessary  for  certification  to  be  carried  out  by  a  medical 
practitioner,  with  special  experience  in  ophthalmology.  In  a  very  few 
instances  of  the  aged  or  bedridden  in  remote  areas,  it  is  possible,  by 
a  modification  agreed  to  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  for  the  medical 
attendant  to  supply  the  necessary  information  on  form  B.D.8.  Little 
delay  is  now  experienced  generally  in  having  persons  known  to  be 
blind  admitted  to  the  Register,  and  the  co-operation  of  Ophthalmic 
Surgeons  in  supplying  the  necessary  information  is  appreciated. 

An  examination  of  177  forms  B.D.8.  received  during  the  year 
shows  the  following:  — 

FOLLOW-UP  OP  REGISTERED  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 

PERSONS 


(i)  Number  of  cases  regis- 


tered  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  which  para. 
7(c)  of  forms  B.D.8. 
recommends:— 

Cataract 

Glaucoma  Retrolental 
Fibroplasia 

Others 

(a)  No  treatment 

16 

15  0 

91 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical) 

23 

16  0 

16 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at 
(i)(b)  above  which  on 
follow-up  action  have 
received  treatment 

10  Treated 

4  Refused 

1  Died 

8  Too  frail 

13  Treated 

3  Too  frail 

10  Treated 

3  Died 

3  Too  frail 

Once  again,  no  cases  of  blindness  from  retrolental  fibroplasia 
were  registered  during  the  year. 
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(i) 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year 

NIL 

(ii) 

Number  of  cases  in  which:— 

(a)  Vision  lost... 

NIL 

(b)  Vision  impaired 

NIL 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year  ... 

NIL 
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MATERNAL  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN.  The  Services 
for  this  group  of  the  community  have  to  meet  a  demand  which  is  likely 
to  continue  to  increase.  The  “Ten-Year  Plan”  for  health  and  welfare 
services  makes  provision  for  this  and  attempts  to  predict  trends  of  dev¬ 
elopment. 

Educational  services  for  expectant  parents  will  foreseeably 
spread  until  classes  are  generally  available  wherever  there  are  suffic¬ 
ient  parents  to  attend,  supplementing  the  individual  help  now  given 
in  the  homes.  These  groups  of  interested  parents  may  well  form 
nuclei  for  parents’  clubs,  covering  the  study  of  child  care  up  to  school 
age,  when  parent-teacher  clubs  carry  on.  Although  in  time  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Clinics  may  lose  their  importance,  it  seems  likely  that  they  will 
continue  for  the  present  as  centres  for  the  discovery  of  defects,  for 
the  guidance  of  parents,  and  for  health  education,  with  the  addition 
of  immunisation  sessions  in  many  areas. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS,  The  only  centre  (Taunton)  provid¬ 
ing  ante- natal  care  as  well  as  blood  testing,  closed  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  In  the  remaining  5  the  numbers  dealt  with  for  blood  testing 
continued  to  rise  (2,369  in  1962),  but  it  is  hoped  that  family  doctors 
and  hospital  clinics  can,  eventually,  assume  responsibility  for  this 
service.  Ante-natal  blood  tests  were  carried  out  on  6,866  of  the 
mothers  delivered  of  live-born  or  still-born  babies,  which  is  79%  of  the 
total. 


PARENTCRAFT  AND  RELAXATION  CLASSES,  The  number 
of  classes  now  in  operation  (excluding  those  provided  by  hospitals) 
is  25.  At  present  there  are  none  jointly  organised,  but  these  may 
develop  later.  In  some,  physiotherapists  are  employed,  otherwise 
County  Council  midwives  who  have  attended  courses  teach  the  exer¬ 
cises. 


ILLEGITIMACY.  The  County  figure  of  illegitimate  births 
received  from  the  Registrar  General  has  risen  to  5%  this  year,  and  the 
numbers  of  very  young  mothers  increased  slightly  with  more  school¬ 
girl  pregnancies.  In  these  latter  cases  it  is  sometimes  necessary  for 
the  girl  to  come  under  supervision  or  into  care  and  help  is  given  in 
co-operation  with  Children’s  and  Probation  Officers  as  well  as  the 
Education  Department. 

The  County  Mother  and  Baby  Home  took  26  girls  during  the 
year,  usually  for  2^/2  months,  and  a  further  18  were  assisted  with  the 


11 


cost  of  their  maintenance  at  Homes  outside  the  County.  Many  others 
managed  to  pay  the  necessary  fees  themselves  with  aid  from  the  baby’s 
father  or  their  parents. 

Help  for  the  expectant  mother  and  sometimes  for  the  father  in 
such  cases  is  given  by  Social  Workers  of  the  interdenominational 
County  Moral  Welfare  Association.  When  an  unmarried  mother  keeps 
her  child  it  is  often  necessary  to  give  help  over  a  long  period.  Day 
Nursery  care  is  a  valuable  aid  as  the  child  grows  older. 

A  large  number  of  the  babies  were  offered  for  adoption  and  the 
majority  found  new  parents  through  the  Adoption  Committee  of  the 
Children’s  Department. 

DENTAL  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS 
AND  PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN.  The  tables  below  compare  the  work 
in  this  field  in  1961  and  1962.  While  the  number  of  mothers  examined 
and  treated  remains  almost  unchanged,  fewer  dentures  have  been 
provided.  There  has  been  a  welcome  increase  in  the  number  of  child¬ 
ren  examined  and  a  fall  of  71  (13%)  in  the  extractions  in  spite  of  this 
increase. 


Numbers  provided  with  dental  care  — 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally  Fit 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers: 
196i: 

160 

137 

129 

no 

1962: 

165 

137 

119 

112 

Children  under 
five: 

196 1: 

344 

300 

276 

140 

1962: 

424 

336 

287 

146 
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Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  Provided  — 


Scalings 

and 

Gum 

Treatment 

Fillings 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat¬ 

ment 

Crowns 

or 

Inlays 

Extrac¬ 

tions 

General 

Anaesthetics 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers: 
1961; 

33 

221 

231 

68 

1962: 

35 

298 

4 

2 

231 

51 

Children  under 
five: 

1961: 

108 

73 

515 

202 

1962: 

7 

238 

56 

• 

444 

183 

Dentures  Provided 

Radiographs 

Pull  Upper  or 
Lower 

Partial  Upper  or 
Lower 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers: 

1961: 

31 

37 

10 

1962: 

20 

34 

17 

Children  under  five: 

1961: 

1962: 

— 

— 

2 

It  is  very  encouraging  to  be  able  to  report  the  continuation  of 
the  improvement  in  the  dental  staff  position  —  an  improvement  which 
started  towards  the  end  of  1961.  It  is  hoped  that  with  a  more  adequate 
dental  staff,  a  more  active  approach  to  the  dental  inspection  and 
treatment  of  pre-school  children  and  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
may  be  organised. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS.  Acting  as  agents 
on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  County  Council  continued  to 
arrange  for  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods  to  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers,  and  children  under  5  years  of  age.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
number  of  centres  in  the  County  was  188;  95  Child  Welfare  Centres 
were  included  in  this  total. 

Over  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  a  steady  fall  in  the 
demand  for  welfare  foods;  this  has  become  more  marked  since  the 
1st  June,  1961,  when  the  Government  discontinued  the  subsidy  on 
orange  juice  (price  raised  from  5d.  to  Is.  6d.  a  bottle)  and  also  intro¬ 
duced  charges  for  cod  liver  oil  (Is.  Od.  a  bottle)  and  vitamin  tablets 
(6d.  a  packet).  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  annual  turn¬ 
over  during  the  period  which  contrasts  with  the  rising  number  of 
babies  born: 


Year 

National  Dried 
Milk  (Tins) 

Cod  Liver  Oil 
(Bottles) 

Vitamins  A  &  D 
for  expectant 
mothers 
(Packets) 

O.J. 

(Bottles) 

1958 

116.600 

32,752 

23,527 

249,432 

1959 

104,984 

31,496 

24,236 

246,467 

1960 

94,451 

30,123 

25,665 

239,728 

1961 

87,640 

23,192 

21,617 

165,526 

1962 

84,230 

12,111 

15,343 

107,919 

Concentrated  vitamin  supplements  as  alternatives  to  cod  liver 
oil  are  still  available  free  through  Child  Welfare  Centres,  but  only 
on  medical  recommendation.  The  total  value  of  sales  approaches 
£25,000  per  annum  and  a  high  proportion  of  distribution  work  is  carried 
out  by  voluntary  workers. 

CHILD  WELFARE  AND  HEALTH  VISITORS  CENTRES  (136). 
Advice  and  weighing  centres  for  pre-school  children  with  253  sessions 
per  month  continued  to  offer  a  useful  service  to  parents  judging  by  the 
numbers  who  attended.  Three-quarters  of  the  babies  born  visited  the 
clinic  in  their  first  year  of  life  although  only  a  quarter  of  the  older 
children  did  so. 

Immunisations  carried  out  at  the  Centres  last  year,  totalled 

5,233. 
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In  1962,8  new  Centres  were  opened  at  Beckington,  Chilcompton, 
Locking  Village,  Pawlett,  Rockwell  Green,  Taunton  (Galmington), 
Wedmore  and  Yeovilton,  and  4  at  Cranmore,  Kelston,  Weston-super- 
Mare  (Milton  Hill)  and  Yeovil  (Larkhill)  were  closed.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  107  centres  with  doctors  in  attendance  and  29  without. 
Sixteen  County  Doctors  served  68  Centres  while  28  were  visited  by 
doctors  in  general  practice. 

In  5  areas.  General  Practitioners  have  regular  children’s 
surgeries  when  they  see  all  attenders  assisted  by  the  local  Health 
Visitor.  This  year  the  first  General  Practitioner  Child  Welfare  Centre 
was  opened  by  a  firm  of  doctors  in  their  surgery  in  which  the  Health 
Visitor  and  General  Practitioner  work  together,  as  in  a  clinic,  with  the 
doctor  seeing  selected  cases.  This  is  the  sort  of  development  which 
we  hope  may  be  seen  more  generally  in  future. 

DAY  NURSERIES.  The  three  Nurseries  in  Bridgwater, 
Keynsham  and  Taunton  provided  85  places,  increasing  to  90  during 
the  year  by  additional  accommodation  at  Keynsham.  Average  attend¬ 
ances  were  74,  but  only  14  of  these  were  in  the  under  2  group.  The  use 
of  temporary  places  for  children  whose  mothers  attend  Ivor  House  Day 
Treatment  Centre  in  Taunton,  has  been  invaluable  but  sometimes 
produced  overcrowding. 

NURSERIES  AND  CHILD-MINDERS.  Seventeen  persons  or 
premises  were  registered  at  the  end  of  1962,  providing  accommodation 
for  175  children,  compared  with  10  and  77  in  1961.  The  rate  of  demand 
for  registration  of  all  types  of  undertakings  seems  to  be  accelerating 
and  care  of  children  is  provided  by  daily  minders  on  a  family  basis  in 
pre-school  playgroups,  nursery  school  groups  as  well  as  in  factory  and 
other  day  nurseries. 

The  power  to  control  such  activities  is  a  valuable  one,  provid¬ 
ing  an  additional  safeguard  to  parental  concern  for  the  children’s  wel¬ 
fare.  Children  who  might  require  admission  to  day  nurseries  as  prior¬ 
ity  cases  can,  in  areas  where  there  is  no  County  Nursery,  be  assisted 
to  find  places  in  private  ones. 

Qualified  women,  such  as  teachers  or  nursery  nurses,  who  are 
unable  to  take  full-time  employment  because  of  family  ties,  find  this 
sort  of  occupation  a  useful  and  satisfying  outlet  for  their  abilities. 
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Parents  also  derive  support  from  unregistered  undertakings 
such  as  creches,  open  one  afternoon  a  week,  run  by  voluntary  helpers 
such  as  Red  Cross,  Mother’s  Union  and  other  church  groups. 


PREMATURE  BABIES  OR  “BABIES  OF  LOW  BIRTH  WEIGHT’’. 
These  babies  are  particularly  at  hazard.  From  figures  collected  locally, 
481  live-born  and  86  still-born  babies  weighed  5^2  lbs.  or  less  at  birth. 
This  was  6.5%  of  the  total  births  and  5.6%  of  the  live  births  locally 
recorded.  While  deaths  in  this  group  did  not  equal  the  outstandingly 
low  levels  of  1961,  the  figures  still  show  an  improvement  on  1960,  as 
the  table  below  shows,  while  the  number  of  survivors  at  one  month 
has  reached  a  new  high  level. 


PREMATURITY  —  Premature  births  in  Somerset  1958  —  1962. 
Mortality  and  SurvivEil 


Y  ear 

Premature 

live 

births 

Premature 

sUll 

births 

First 

day 

deaths 

Deaths 

1  -  28 
days 

Total 

deaths 

L>oss  of 
life(S.B,  & 
1  St  month 
deaths) 

Rate  per 
1,000  tot¬ 
al  prema¬ 
ture 

births 

28  days 
survival 

% 

1958 

429 

82 

42 

18 

60 

142 

27.8 

72.2 

1959 

468 

71 

46 

10 

56 

127 

23.6 

76.4 

1960 

463 

77 

40 

16 

56 

133 

24.2 

87.9 

1961 

470 

74 

22 

14 

36 

no 

20.2 

79.8 

1962 

481 

86 

34 

18 

52 

138 

24.3 

88.6 

VOLUNTARY  HELPERS.  The  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare 
Services  benefit  in  many  ways  by  the  help  given  by  voluntary  workers 
in  the  Home  Help  Service  and  in  Child  Welfare  Centres.  More  organi¬ 
sed  help  is  given  by  the  W.V.S,,  the  Red  Cross  and  the  St.  John  Socie¬ 
ties,  and  the  latter  are  responsible  for  the  County  loan  service  of  home 
nursing  requisites.  Two  other  organisations  devoted  to  the  welfare  of 
County  residents  are  the  Marriage  Guidance  Council  and  the  Family 
Planning  Association,  both  depending  on  voluntary  help  and  funds. 

Christian  Family  Year  was  an  opportunity  for  Mother’s  Unions 
to  offer  help  to  mothers  discharged  early  from  hospital  and  others  in 
need  of  neighbourly  assistance.  This  organised  neighbcmrly  concern 
for  people  who  are  sick  or  in  trouble  may  well  be  necessary  in  the 
larger  towns,  where  informal  help  is  nowadays  decreasing. 
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MARRIAGE  GUIDANCE  COUNCIL.  The  Weston-super-Mare 
branch  of  this  organisation  also  provided  a  service  in  Bridgwater  in 
co-operation  with  the  Family  Planning  Clinic  there.  Plans  for  the 
opening  of  a  South  Somerset  Branch  are  going  ahead.  Tliis  branch 
could  do  much  to  assist  staff  who  meet  marital  problems  and  to  spread 
the  work  from  the  already  over-burdened  Probation  and  Moral  Welfare 
Services. 

FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINICS.  These  clinics  are  available 
to  County  mothers  in  6  centres  in  the  County  and  three  outside. 

A  valuable  innovation  agreed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  the 
carrying  out  of  routine  tests  on  patients  to  discover  early  cancer  at  a 
stage  when  it  can  be  treated.  This  truly  preventative  service  in  which 
the  hospital  pathological  service  co-operates  may  do  something  to 
reduce  not  only  the  loss  of  life  from  this  cause  (last  year  66  women 
died  in  the  County)  but  also  the  unhappiness  and  discomfort  to  patients 
and  considerable  expenditure  of  hospital  time  in  controlling  it  when 
first  diagnosed  in  its  later  stages. 

NURSING  HOMES  -  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936.  Twenty 
Homes  were  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  providing  291  beds 
(including  two  with  maternity  beds).  Three  homes  providing  a  total 
of  20  beds  closed  during  the  year,  and  three  new  ones  were  registered 
for  27  beds.  In  addition,  one  existing  home  increased  its  comple¬ 
ment  by  6  so  there  was  a  net  increase  of  13  beds  available.  One 
Christian  Science  home  is  exempt  from  registration. 
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MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

The  day-to-day  supervision  of  the  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing 
and  Health  Visiting  Services  continues  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Senior 
Medical  Officer  for  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare,  the  County  Nursing 
Officer  and  Area  Nursing  Officers. 

The  general  policy  of  combined  nursing,  midwifery  and  health 
visiting,  with  or  without  school  work,  continues,  and  at  the  end  of 
1962  the  District  Nursing  and  Midwifery  staff  consisted  of  203  perman¬ 
ent  and  46  part-time  relief  personnel  as  shown  on  the  table  below: 


Qualificatidns 

On  permanent 
District 

Part-time 

Relief  Staff 

Queen’s  Nurse/Midwives  with  H.V. 
Certificate 

113 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  with  H.V.  Certificate 

3 

1 

Queen’s  Nurse/Midwives 

51 

4 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

15 

10 

S.E.A.N.,  S.C.M. 

6 

3 

Queen’s  District  Nurses  (incl.  5  male 
nurses) 

8 

— 

S.R.N. 

6 

19 

S.C.M. 

— 

2 

S.E.A.N. 

1 

6 

Nursing  Auxiliary 

— 

1 

203 

46 

Only  in  the  larger  towns  in  the  County  is  health  visiting  unde^ 
taken  by  full-time  officers  engaged  solely  in  this  work. 


The  County  is  divided  into  92  nursing  areas  supervised  by 
five  nursing  officers  centred  on  Bridgwater,  Shepton  Mallet,  Taunton, 
Weston-super-Mare  and  Yeovil. 
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During  the  year  there  was  little  improvement  in  the  staffing 
situation.  The  improved  recruitment  last  year  was  offset  by  a  good 
deal  of  long  term  sickness  among  the  staff  and  by  the  implementation 
of  a  Whitley  Council  award  of  a  further  weeks  annual  holiday  to  all 
grades’  as  well  as  the  need  for  staff  to  attend  refresher  courses.  As 
far  as  possible  shortages  in  the  Service  have  been  met  by  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  part-time  staff  but  inevitably  considerable  increase  of  work  and 
strain  has  fallen  on  many  of  the  full-time  nurses  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  their  loyalty  and  hard  work.  The  shortage  of  nurses  is 
not  confined  to  this  County  but  is  a  National  problem,  and  in  order  to 
recruit  staff  of  the  quality  required  to  undertake  the  generalised  duties 
as  carried  out  in  this  County,  we  must  be  able  to  offer  them  first-class 
conditions  of  service  including  pleasant  living  conditions  and  satis¬ 
factory  off  duty  periods. 

A  substantial  increase  was  seen  in  the  number  of  student 
general  nurses  and  student  Queen’s  Nurses  who  paid  visits  of  obser¬ 
vation  with  the  staff,  and  for  the  first  time  nurses  undertaking  the 
obstetric  part  of  their  general  training  visited  with  midwives  and 
health  visitors. 

The  recruitment  of  trainee  health  visitors  showed  a  promising 
increase  during  the  year. 

MIDWIFERY.  For  the  purpose  of  the  Midwives  Acts  the 
•medical  supervisor  of  Midwives  is  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  for 
Maternal  and  Child  Welfare,  and  the  non-medical  supervision  of  Midwives 
is  carried  out  by  the  County  Nursing  Officer  and  Area  Nursing  Officers, 
who  visit  each  maternity  unit  to  inspect  records  and  advise  on  procedure, 
as  well  as  paying  regular  visits  to  the  domiciliary  midwives. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  190  midwives  were  practising  as  County 
staff,  126  were  employed  by  Regional  Hospital  Boards,  two  were  in 
nursing  homes,  and  two  in  private  practice.  The  number  of  deliveries 
attended  by  domiciliary  midwives  was  2,453  in  1962.  In  addition, 
domiciliary  mid  wives  nursed  1,061  mothers  discharged  early  for  home 
care. 

Ante-natal  liaison  between  midwives  and  general  practitioners 
has  continued  to  increase  both  in  doctors’  surgeries  and  for  domiciliary 
visits. 


19 


Parentcraft  classes  are  becoming  increasingly  popular  and  the 
total  number  of  centres  is  now  25.  Midwives  and  health  visitors 
continued  to  give  individual  instruction  on  ante-natal  exercises  and  on 
mothercraft  during  the  ante-natal  period  to  those  patients  who  were 
unable  to  attend  organised  classes. 

There  has  been  no  great  increase  in  the  demand  for  trilene 
but  three  new  machines  were  put  into  use  this  year. 

Our  association  has  continued  with  the  Taunton  and  Bridgwater 
Hospital  Management  Committees  in  Part II  Midwifery  Training  Schemes, 
and  10  pupils  from  the  Mary  Stanley  Home  and  15  from  Musgrove  Park 
Hospital  completed  their  district  training. 

HOME  NURSING.  Home  nurses  made  311,006  visits  during  the 
year,  208,930  of  these  being  to  7,663  patients  who  were  65  years  of 
age  or  over  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit,  and  211,633  visits  were  made 
to  those  2,812  patients  who  had  more  than  24  visits  each  during  the 
year.  The  total  figure  is  a  little  less  than  in  1961,  when  there  were 
321,217  visits  paid. 

The  co-operation  between  local  hospitals  and  the  domiciliary 
services  in  respect  of  the  discharge  to  their  own  homes  of  patients 
who  require  nursing  care  developed  very  satisfactorily.  The  use  of 
mechanical  aids  for  the  lifting  of  patients  is  increasing  in  popularity 
and  four  more  hoists  were  purchased  this  year.  In  several  cases  the 
use  of  these  has  been  at  the  request  of  a  geriatrician  in  order  to 
facilitate  home  nursing  of  the  patient.  Domiciliary  staff  have  made 
great  use  of  the  Marie  Curie  Foundation  day  and  night  nursing  ser¬ 
vice,  and  this  has  proved  of  immense  value  to  the  staff  and  to  the 
relatives  of  sufferers. 

NURSING  AIDS.  The  work  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
and  the  St.  John  Am.bulance  Brigade  in  supplying  medical  comforts  of 
all  kinds  through  a  large  number  of  depots  throughout  the  County  is  a 
valuable  part  of  the  Home  Nursing  Services. 

This  year  6,109  articles  (an  increase  of  609  over  1961)  was 
loaned  by  96  Medical  Comforts  Depots,  and  a  total  of  4,145  persons 
has  been  helped  by  this  service.  Medical  comforts  enable  patients 
to  be  discharged  to  their  own  homes  more  speedily  than  would  other¬ 
wise  be  possible,  and  without  this  help  the  cost  of  the  hospital 
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service  would  certainly  be  appreciably  higher  and  the  pressure  on 
badly  needed  hospital  beds  would  be  even  greater. 

HEALTH  VISITING.  The  policy  has  continued  of  employing 
full-time  Health  Visitors  in  urban  areas  on  health  visiting  and  schoo’ 
work,  and  District  Nurse/Midwife/Health  Visitors  on  combined  work  in 
the  rural  areas.  In  areas  where  there  is  a  rapidly  increasing  population, 
the  case  loads  of  the  health  visiting  staff  are  frequently  reviewed  and 
in  Wells  a  full-time  Health  Visitor  will  be  appointed  early  in  1963. 

Some  further  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  towards  a 
fully  qualified  health  visiting  staff  as  is  shown  in  the  table  below;— 


Year 

Full-time  Health 
Visitors  with  H.V. 
Certificate 

District  Nursing  Staff  undertaking 
Health  Visitors  duties: 

With  H.V. 
Certificate 

Without  H.V. 
Certificate 

1948 

25 

29 

130 

1954 

30 

87 

74 

1958 

31 

108 

47 

1960 

31 

112 

34 

1961 

31 

115 

31 

1962 

29 

117 

32 

This  year  marked  the  centenary  of  health  visiting  in  this 
Country  although  it  was  not  until  1918  that  there  was  any  specific 
training  for  this  work.  The  1907  Notification  of  Births  Act  was  an 
adoptive  one  and  was  not  adopted  by  this  County  except  for  the  Bor¬ 
oughs  of  Yeovil,  Taunton  and  Bridgwater.  It  was  not  until  January 
1916,  following  the  1915  Notification  of  Births  (Extension)  Act  that 
an  infant  visiting  service  was  established  in  the  County  area  of 
Somerset.  A  contemporary  report  states  that  “the  object  of  the  noti¬ 
fication  was  to  enable  systematic  visitation  of  the  homes  of  infants 
to  be  made  in  order  to  instruct  parents  where  instruction  is  required, 
in  regard  to  infant  care  and  feeding  and  to  remove  conditions  in  and 
about  the  homes  unfavourable  to  health.  In  addition,  subsidiary  infor¬ 
mation  of  great  importance  is  obtained,  such  as  particulars  of  still¬ 
births  and  evidence  as  to  the  practice  of  unqualified  women  as  mid- 
wives”. 
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The  service  in  1916  was  applied  to  selected  infants  of  under 
one  year  and  was  extended  the  following  year  to  those  under  two  years. 
The  main  emphasis  was  on  the  visiting  of  children  of  3  —  5  months. 
The  work  was  to  be  carried  out  by  the  qualified  nurse- midwives  employed 
by  the  district  nursing  associations  supplemented  by  three  officers 
employed  by  the  County. 

It  is  interesting  to  contrast  the  “health  visitor”  of  1916  — 
untrained  —  visiting  only  certain  infants  under  1  year  of  age,  and  her 
modern  sister  —  a  very  highly  qualified  public  health  nurse  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  maintenance  of  good  health  of  not  only  the  children  but  the 
whole  family,  and  carrying  out  extensive  health  education  for  all  age 
groups. 


Liaison  between  hospital  departments  and  the  health  visitor 
has  been  maintained  and  in  some  areas  has  improved  considerably. 
Area  Nursing  Officers  or  Health  Visitors  visit  children’s  wards  and 
Special  Care  Units,  and  any  special  cases  are  referred  to  the  approp¬ 
riate  nurse. 

The  Health  Education  programme  has  progressed  well.  A 
short  study  course  in  “Progress  in  Health  Education”  arranged  by 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  was  held  at  Dillington 
House  in  the  summer.  This  was  attended  by  some  50  of  the  Nursing/ 
Health  Visiting  staff  and  proved  stimulating  and  productive. 

SCHOOL  NURSING.  For  sometime  the  examination  of 
children  for  verminous  heads  in  senior  schools  has  only  been  carried 
out  on  request.  During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  extend  this  system 
of  selective  cleanliness  examinations  to  the  primary  and  infant  schools. 
The  school  nurse  now  only  examines  children  with  a  history  of  verm¬ 
inous  heads  and  any  other  children  at  the  request  of  the  Headmaster. 
The  time  previously  taken  up  by  routine  examinations  has  been  utilised 
by  the  school  nurses  to  carry  out  more  general  Health  Surveys  in  the 
school  and  to  further  Health  Education.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the 
steady  increase  of  requests  from  Headmasters  to  school  health  visitors 
to  talk  to  the  children  on  various  subjects  appertaining  to  health. 

TRAINING.  Post-graduate  training  has  continued  during  the 
year  and  the  domiciliary  staff  have  attended  the  necessary  midwifery 
post-graduate  and  other  approved  courses.  The  County  Council  accept 
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the  view  that  apart  from  providing  the  best  possible  working  and  living 
conditions  for  the  nurses,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Health  Visitor 
Scholarships  is  the  best  way  to  help  recruitment  and  reduce  staff 
shortages.  They  accordingly  agreed  to  award  a  further  four  scholar¬ 
ships,  making  a  total  of  16  for  the  year. 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION.  Some  limited  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  erection  of  houses  for  the  district  nursing  staff,  and 
during  the  year  houses  were  completed  at  Pitminster  and  Wraxall. 

The  County  Council’s  proposals  for  providing  nurses’  houses 
were  reviewed  in  the  light  of  the  Ten-Year  Programme  requested  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  In  general  the  building  of  nurses’  houses  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  three  reasons  —  (1)  to  replace  existing  houses  not  up  to  the 
standard  of  accommodation  nurses  can  and  will  reasonably  expect; 
(2)  to  provide  additional  accommodation  for  new  staff;  and  (3)  to  provide 
accommodation  in  areas  where  nurses  who  have  their  own  houses  are 
due  to  retire. 

The  acquisition  of  suitable  sites  is  proving  to  be  a  major 
obstacle  and  progress  in  this  direction  remains  slow. 

The  County  Council  now  own  44  houses  and  rent  50  houses 
either  from  private  landlords  or  District  Councils  for  the  occupation 
of  the  district  nursing  staff. 

TRANSPORT.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  County  Council 
was  providing  a  fleet  of  152  cars  for  the  use  of  the  district  nursing 
staff,  and  had  authorised  94  allowances  to  nurses  using  their  own 
cars. 


This  means  that  almost  every  nurse  in  the  County  now  has  the 
use  of  motor  transport.  Newly  appointed  nurses  often  make  it  a  con¬ 
dition  of  employment  that  they  will  be  allowed  to  use  their  own  cars, 
and  the  County  Council  has  been  very  helpful  in  allocating  motor 
allowances  both  to  these  nurses  and  to  other  nurses  already  on  the 
staff  who  want  to  use  their  own  cars. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  year  1962  was  one  of  consolidation  rather  than  of  expan¬ 
sion.  Help  was  sent  to  4,031  homes  during  the  year,  an  increase  of 
181  over  1961,  and  2,221  names  remained  on  the  books  at  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  an  increase  of  131.  New  applications  for  help  numbered  1,914 
during  the  year  against  2,030  in  1961.  Long  term  users  of  the  service 
increased  from  1,444  to  1,503,  and  1,810  persons  ceased  to  need  help 
from  the  service  during  the  year  against  1,760  in  1961.  Of  the  4,031 
cases  helped  during  the  year,  no  less  than  2,465  were  the  aged  and 
infirm  (the  figure  in  1961  was  2,287),  in  spite  of  new  residential 
accommodation  for  the  elderly  at  Weston-super-Mare  and  Taunton,  which 
reduced  the  number  of  elderly  helped  in  those  areas  noticeably  for  a 
period.  The  number  of  aged  and  infirm  remaining  on  the  books  at  31st 
December,  1962,  was  1,764  against  1,679  in  1961. 

In  some  areas  of  the  County,  many  elderly  and  infirm  persons 
are  admitted  and  discharged  from  chronic  sick  hospitals  several  times 
during  the  year.  Home  Helps  are  therefore  called  on  to  care  for  them 
when  they  are  relatively  well  and  the  hospitals  when  they  are  too  frail 
to  be  cared  for  at  home.  Though  it  increases  the  work  of  administration, 
this  does  make  better  use  of  valuable  chronic  sick  beds  in  hospital 
and  the  Home  Helps  are  relieved  of  the  strain  of  caring  for  the  seriously 
ill  until  a  bed  becomes  available. 

Maternity  bookings  decreased  from  468  in  1961  to  438  in  1962, 
and  the  number  of  applications  for  full-time  help  decreased  from  131 
to  103.  Few  bookings  are  made  at  present  in  towns  which  have  small 
maternity  homes. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  helped 
who  were  suffering  from  mental  illness,  64  from  47:  in  common  with 
many  other  services  throughout  the  country,  this  increase  has  not  been 
as  large  as  was  expected. 

Though  the  number  of  new  applications  for  help  decreased,  it 
should  be  mentioned  that  one  of  a  Home  Help  Organiser’s  many  duties 
is  to  advise  persons  in  need  on  how  and  where  to  apply  for  help  and 
assistance  outside  the  service.  Many  persons  are  thus  heiped  satis¬ 
factorily  at  little  or  no  cost  to  public  funds.  The  increase  in  the 
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maximum  charge  of  3s.  6d.  an  hour  to  4s.  Od.  has.  encouraged  many 
applicants  to  seek  alternative  help  at  lesser  cost  after  the  emer¬ 
gency  is  over. 

The  recruitment  of  suitable  women  as  Home  Helps  continues 
to  present  a  serious  problem  in  most  areas,  even  though  the  wastage 
from  ill-health  and  resignations  is  remarkably  small;  we  still  employ 
many  who  were  first  engaged  in  1948.  The  most  difficult  recruitment 
areas  continue  to  be  the  smaller  seaside  towns  where  the  demand  for 
the  service  is  high  owing  to  the  number  of  elderly  retired  residents 
and  the  number  of  women  available  for  Home  Helps  work  is  small 
owing  to  remunerative  seasonal  employment. 

Our  small  band  of  resident  Home  Helps  could  be  increased 
with  advantage  as  they  are  normally  so  fully  booked  that  it  is  rare 
to  find  one  available  if  an  emergency  arises.  Women  who  are  prepared 
to  leave  their  homes  frequently  and  adapt  themselves  temporarily  to 
the  intimate  home  lives  of  complete  strangers  are  few,  and  we  hav^ 
found  from  experience  that  a  probationary  period  as  a  daily  Home  Help 
is  essential  before  resident  work  is  attempted. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  the  service  a  few  women  have  been 
employed  as  night  attendants  but  the  calls  for  their  services  were  not 
sufficiently  consistent  and  the  women  sought  more  regular  work  else¬ 
where.  During  the  winter  of  1961  —  1962,  frequent  calls  for  night  help 
were  received  in  the  Taunton  area  and  it  was  decided  as  an  experi¬ 
ment  to  engage  a  small  band  of  women  prepared  to  undertake  night 
work  in  that  area  for  the  winter  of  1962  —  1963.  This  experiment 
proved  its  worth  though  once  again  it  was  found  that  the  calls  were 
irregular  and  that  in  one  week  four  night  attendants  were  needed  and 
during  the  next  week  none  at  all. 

In  many  of  the  larger  towns  in  the  County  the  district  nurses  or 
the  Red  Cross  provide  this  service  but  it  is  hoped  to  expand  it  in  any 
other  part  of  the  County  where  the  need  is  found  to  exist. 

Prom  1951  the  County  Organiser  has  been  responsible  for  the 
day-to-day  administration  of  the  County  and  also  for  the  Taunton  area 
which  includes  Chard,  Ilminster,  Dulverton,  Wellington  and  the  rural 
districts.  The  work  entailed  both  in  the  County  and  in  the  area  has 
increased  very  considerably  over  the  years  and  the  appointment  of  an 
Area  Organiser  for  the  Taunton  area  was  overdue.  As  the  County 
Organiser  had  no  deputy  if  she  were  absent  for  any  reason,  approval 
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was  given  for  the  appointment  of  an  Area  Organiser  for  the  Taunton 
area  who  would  also  be  Deputy  County  Organiser.  This  new  arrange¬ 
ment,  with  the  opening  of  an  area  office  in  Taunton,  was  planned  to 
take  place  early  in  1963. 

Area  Organisers  and  their  assistants  made  17,657  visits  during 
the  year  against  16,912  in  1961.  In  spite  of  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  visits  the  total  mileage  of  the  organising  staff  slightly  decreased. 

Many  visits  were  also  paid  by  Voluntary  Organisers  during  the 
year,  and  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  them  for  this  assistance. 


Total  number  of  cases  on  books  at  31.12.58  —  1,649 

at  31.12.61  -  2,090 
at  31.12.62  -  2,221 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

A  memorandum  summarising  the  advice  of  the  Standing  Medical 
Advisory  Committee  as  to  the  timing  of  various  immunisation  procedures 
was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  This  covered  two  alterna¬ 
tive  schedules  of  immunisation  and  to  secure  a  measure  of  uniformity 
in  Somerset  I  recommended  Schedule  P  as  the  schedule  of  choice 
whenever  possible. 

The  schedule  has  been  amended  to  incorporate  ‘oral’  polio¬ 
myelitis  vaccine  into  the  County  Scheme  and  to  draw  attention  to  the 
desirability  of  performing  smallpox  vaccination  during  the  second  year 
of  life. 


The  revised  schedule,  which  is  set  out  below,  has  been  valuable 
in  securing  a  measure  of  uniformity  in  our  vaccination  and  immunisation 
affairs. 


REVISED  SCHEDULE  P 


Age 

Visit 

Vaccine 

Interval 

1  to  6 

1 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis,  Tetanus  1. 

4  —  6  weeks 

months 

2 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis,  Tetanus  2. 

4  —  6  weeks 

3 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis,  Tetanus  3. 

7  to  10 
months 

4 

Oral  Poliomyelitis  1. 

4  —  8  weeks 

5 

Oral  Poliomyelitis  2. 

4  —  8  weeks 

6 

Oral  Poliomyelitis  3. 

18  to  21 
months 

7 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis,  Tetanus  4. 

Smallpox  during  the  first  2  years  but  preferably  during 

the  second  year  of  life. 

School 

entry 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

8  to  12 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

years 

Smallpox  revaccination 

Over  12 
years 

B.C.G. 
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DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 

During  the  year  7,352  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
completed  a  primary  course  of  diphtheria  immunisation  and  a  further 
5,648  received  reinforcing  injections.  6,476  children  were  given 
protection  against  whooping  cough. 

TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 

At  their  meeting  on  6th  March,  1962,  the  Health  Committee 
decided  that  arrangements  should  be  made  for  anti-tetanus  immunisa¬ 
tion.  The  Committee  adopted  the  scheme  set  out  in  Schedule  P 
referred  to  above  and  the  scheme  was  introduced  throughout  the 
County  on  1st  May,  1962. 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  cases  of  smallpox  were  confirmed 
in  the  Midlands  and  South  Wales.  This  produced  a  great  demand  for 
vaccination  and  35,063  primary  vaccinations  and  29,723  re-vaccina¬ 
tions  were  recorded,  which  was  about  nine  times  the  normal  annual, 
primary  vaccination  rate  and  about  one  hundred  times  the  re-vaccina¬ 
tion  rate. 

YELLOW  FEVER  VACCINATION 

One  hundred  and  ninety-six  persons  were  vaccinated  against 
Yellow  Fever  at  the  Taunton  Yellow  Fever  Vaccination  Centre. 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

In  February  a  circular  letter  was  received  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  indicating  that,  as  an  alternative  to  inactivated  poliovirus 
vaccine  (Salk),  a  live  attenuated  poliovirus  vaccine  (Sabin  vaccine) 
was  available  for  the  routine  vaccination  of  persons  within  the  priority 
groups.  Although  both  vaccines  stimulate  the  production  of  antibodies, 
the  immunity  conferred  by  oral  vaccine  is  more  lasting  than  that 
provided  by  Salk  vaccine.  In  addition,  the  oral  vaccine  renders  the 
intestinal  tract  resistant  to  infection  with  poliovirus. 

The  full  course  of  oral  vaccine  consists  of  three  doses  given 
at  intervals  of  four  to  eight  weeks.  The  vaccine  may  also  be  used  to 
complete  unfinished  courses  of  Salk  vaccine. 

During  the  year  4,470  persons  completed  a  primary  course  of 
immunisation  with  Salk  vaccine  and  5,040  persons  comoleted  a  full 
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course  of  three  doses  of  oral  vaccine.  Following  primary  courses  of 
two  Salk  injections,  11,420  persons  received  a  third  reinforcing  injec¬ 
tion  and  5,997  persons  received  a  reinforcing  dose  of  oral  vaccine. 

The  offer  of  a  reinforcing  dose  to  school  entrants  was  con¬ 
tinued:  reinforcing  injections  were  given  to  2,536  children  and  a  further 
2,811  children  received  oral  vaccine. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1962 


Primary  Immunisation 

Rein- 

District 

Children  born  in  the  years:  — 

forcing 

Inject- 

Total 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

53-57 

48-52 

ions 

All 

Ages 

Live 

Births 

1961 

RURAL 

Axb  ridge 

93 

166 

25 

9 

6 

27 

1 

245 

438 

Bathavon 

78 

168 

11 

2 

3 

17 

5 

283 

333 

Bridgwater 

46 

179 

48 

12 

4 

53 

106 

178 

407 

Chard 

54 

62 

18 

1 

3 

15 

— 

109 

153 

Glutton 

41 

123 

19 

2 

2 

7 

1 

164 

280 

Dulverton 

— 

23 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

42 

62 

Frome 

46 

67 

8 

1 

1 

15 

2 

147 

163 

Langport 

49 

96 

8 

3 

1 

18 

2 

163 

198 

Long  Ashton 

122 

263 

27 

4 

3 

24 

— 

250 

565 

Shepton  Mallet 

31 

66 

10 

5 

6 

28 

8 

161 

149 

Taunton 

77 

113 

20 

5 

3 

24 

2 

180 

346 

Wellington 

21 

55 

16 

1 

1 

3 

3 

124 

145 

Wells 

38 

79 

17 

7 

4 

16 

1 

101 

175 

Williton 

52 

84 

15 

3 

6 

6 

2 

201 

188 

Wincanton 

99 

117 

9 

2 

— 

16 

2 

220 

268 

Y  eovil 

197 

190 

17 

3 

2 

14 

3 

234 

467 

Totals 

1;044 

1,851 

268 

61 

46 

283 

139 

2,802 

4,337 

URBAN 

Bridgwater 

97 

188 

30 

7 

7 

75 

19 

328 

480 

Burnham 

59 

95 

9 

4 

2 

19 

2 

134 

140 

Chard 

31 

49 

7 

2 

1 

8 

— 

32 

94 

Clevedon 

48 

69 

6 

2 

— 

9 

— 

47 

139 

Crewkeme 

30 

24 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

72 

55 

Frome 

56 

72 

14 

2 

2 

17 

— 

182 

207 

Glastonbury 

22 

38 

1 

2 

— 

11 

— 

71 

93 

Ilminster 

18 

28 

14 

2 

2 

8 

— 

8 

43 

Keynsham 

39 

105 

13 

3 

2 

48 

2 

301 

278 

Min eh e ad 

36 

43 

6 

3 

— 

4 

2 

67 

75 

Norton 

Radsto  ck 

32 

137 

30 

4 

4 

13 

291 

227 

Portishead 

28 

56 

8 

8 

— 

14 

99 

113 

Shepton  Met 

17 

46 

5 

_ 

1 

11 

3 

103 

82 

Street 

46 

53 

8 

2 

— 

2 

— 

55 

100 

Taunton 

141 

292 

34 

9 

6 

63 

2 

316 

570 

Watch  et 

15 

23 

7 

2 

— 

2 

1 

35 

48 

Wellington 

22 

40 

7 

1 

1 

15 

1 

64 

102 

Wells 

39 

36 

10 

1 

— 

2 

— 

60 

102 

Weston-super- 

Mare 

117 

227 

23 

7 

4 

14 

7 

257 

555 

Y  eovil 

155 

197 

11 

9 

4 

32 

35 

324 

375 

Total  s 

1,048 

1,818 

247 

70 

36 

367 

74 

2,846 

3,878 

County  Totals 

2,092 

3,669 

515 

131 

82 

650 

213 

5,648 

8,215 

31 


WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 


Number  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course  (normally  3  injections) 
of  pertussis  vaccine  (singly  or  in  combination)  in  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1962. 


District 

Children  bom  in  the  years: 

- 

Total 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

53-57 

48-52 

RURAL 

Axbridge 

93 

166 

25 

8 

6 

6 

— 

304 

Bathavon 

78 

167 

11 

2 

3 

2 

— 

263 

Bridgwater 

46 

172 

47 

11 

3 

3 

- 

282 

Chard 

53 

62 

17 

1 

2 

9 

— 

144 

Clutton 

40 

125 

19 

2 

2 

— 

1 

189 

Dulverton 

_ 

23 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

25 

Frome 

46 

67 

8 

— 

1 

2 

— 

124 

Langport 

49 

95 

8 

2 

1 

2 

— 

157 

Long  Ashton 

122 

263 

28 

3 

2 

4 

— 

422 

Shepton  Mallet 

31 

65 

8 

5 

6 

3 

—  . 

118 

Taunton 

77 

110 

19 

5 

3 

4 

— 

218 

Wellington 

21 

54 

16 

1 

1 

1 

2 

96 

Wells 

37 

79 

17 

7 

4 

4 

— 

148 

Williton 

52 

83 

15 

2 

6 

5 

2 

165 

Wincanton 

96 

112 

10 

3 

— 

6 

1 

228 

Yeovil 

194 

173 

16 

3 

2 

4 

2 

394 

Totals 

1,035 

1,816 

264 

55 

43 

55 

9 

3,277 

URBAN 

Bridgwater 

97 

188 

30 

7 

5 

_ 

— 

327 

Burnham 

59 

95 

9 

4 

2 

3 

2 

174 

Chard 

31 

49 

7 

2 

1 

— 

— 

90 

Clevedon 

48 

67 

2 

1 

_ 

4 

— 

122 

Crewkeme 

30 

24 

4 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

58 

Frome 

56 

72 

11 

3 

2 

4 

_ 

148 

Glastonbury 

15 

31 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

48 

Ilminster 

18 

28 

14 

2 

2 

6 

70 

Keynsham 

39 

105 

13 

3 

2 

3 

— 

165 

Minehead 

36 

39 

5 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

83 

Norton  Radstock 

32 

137 

30 

4 

4 

2 

_ 

209 

Portishead 

28 

56 

7 

8 

_ 

2 

_ 

101 

Shepton  Mallet 

17 

46 

4 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

69 

Street 

46 

53 

7 

1 

_ 

2 

109 

Taunton 

140 

289 

32 

6 

2 

8 

_ 

477 

Watchet 

15 

23 

3 

1 

2 

_ 

44 

Wellington 

22 

40 

7 

1 

1 

3 

1 

75 

Wells 

39 

36 

10 

1 

_ 

86 

Weston-s-Mare 

115 

224 

23 

7 

4 

5 

3 

381 

Yeovil 

156 

187 

11 

9 

- 

- 

- 

363 

Totals 

1,039 

1,789 

230 

64 

26 

45 

6 

3,199 

County  Totals 

2,074 

3,605 

494 

119 

69 

100 

15 

6,476 

32 


TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 


Primary  Courses 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation 

in  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1962* 


Children  bom  in 

the  years :  — 

District 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

53-57 

48-52 

Total 

PURAL 

Axb  ridge 

93 

166 

25 

9 

6 

11 

— 

310 

Bathavon 

77 

168 

12 

2 

3 

7 

4 

273 

Bridgwater 

46 

176 

48 

12 

4 

35 

— 

321 

Chard 

53 

62 

18 

1 

2 

15 

— 

151 

Clutton 

40 

122 

18 

2 

2 

2 

1 

187 

Dulverton 

23 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

26 

Frome 

46 

67 

8 

— 

2 

11 

1 

135 

Langport 

49 

97 

8 

2 

1 

10 

— 

167 

Long  Ashton 

122 

263 

26 

3 

2 

19 

1 

436 

Shepton  Mallet 

31 

64 

10 

5 

7 

27 

7 

151 

Taunton 

77 

113 

21 

5 

3 

9 

— 

228 

Wellington 

21 

55 

13 

1 

1 

2 

2 

95 

Wells 

36 

76 

17 

7 

4 

8 

— 

148 

Williton 

52 

82 

15 

2 

6 

7 

2 

166 

Wincanton 

99 

121 

11 

4 

19 

2 

2  56 

Yeovil 

194 

178 

17 

5 

3 

13 

6 

416 

Totals 

1,036 

1,833 

267 

61 

47 

195 

27 

3,466 

URBAN 

Bridgwater 

97 

188 

28 

7 

5 

25 

— 

350 

Burnham 

59 

95 

9 

4 

2 

15 

2 

186 

Chard 

31 

49 

7 

2 

1 

8 

— 

98 

Clevedon 

48 

67 

2 

1 

— 

7 

— 

125 

Crewkeme 

30 

24 

4 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

58 

Frome 

56 

72 

14 

2 

2 

8 

1 

155 

Glastonbury 

21 

36 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

60 

Ilminster 

18 

28 

14 

2 

2 

5 

— 

69 

Keynsham 

39 

105 

13 

3 

2 

2 

— 

164 

Minehead 

36 

43 

6 

3 

— 

3 

_ 

91 

Norton  Radstock 

32 

137 

30 

4 

4 

10 

— 

217 

Portishead 

28 

56 

8 

8 

— 

8 

— 

108 

Shepton  Mallet 

17 

45 

4 

— 

1 

11 

3 

81 

Street 

46 

52 

7 

1 

— 

2 

— 

108 

Taunton 

140 

290 

32 

9 

7 

60 

4 

542 

Watch  et 

15 

23 

7 

2 

— 

2 

1 

50 

Wellington 

22 

40 

7 

1 

1 

7 

1 

79 

Wells 

39 

36 

10 

1 

— 

1 

— 

87 

Weston-super- 

Mare 

117 

227 

23 

7 

4 

9 

8 

395 

Yeovil 

156 

194 

12 

11 

3 

50 

22 

448 

Totals 

1,047 

1,807 

238 

70 

34 

233 

42 

3,471 

County  Totals 

2,083 

3,640 

505 

131 

81 

428 

69 

6,937 

33 


TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 
Reinforcing  Injections 

Number  of  children  who  received  a  reinforcing  injection  in  the  year 


ended  31st  December,  1962. 


Children  bom  in  the  years :  — 

District 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

53-57 

48-52 

Total 

RURAL 

Axbridge 

— 

... 

15 

2 

17 

Bathavon 

1 

3 

1 

1 

123 

14 

143 

Bridgwater 

— 

— 

9 

82 

147 

238 

Chard 

20 

1 

21 

Glutton 

— 

4 

.. 

118 

1 

123 

Dulverton 

— 

— 

1 

— 

28 

1 

30 

Frome 

1 

— 

.. 

72 

40 

113 

Langport 

5 

6 

77 

1 

89 

Long  Ashton 

3 

2 

_ 

153 

2 

160 

Shepton  Mallet 

1 

2 

2 

— 

49 

54 

Taunton 

— 

5 

2 

37 

44 

Wellington 

— 

— 

18 

18 

Wells 

— 

37 

_ 

37 

WiUiton 

3 

3 

5 

1 

101 

2 

115 

Wincanton 

4 

2 

— 

2 

111 

119 

Yeovil 

23 

19 

1 

1 

38 

6 

88 

Totals 

41 

46 

12 

14 

1.079, 

217 

1,409 

URBAN 

Bridgwater 

2 

4 

1 

17 

12 

2 

38 

Burnham 

— 

34 

34 

Chard 

11 

11 

Clevedon 

— 

.. 

27 

6 

33 

Crewkeme 

— 

2 

2 

Frome 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

103 

22 

125 

Glastonbury 

— 

2 

0 

Ilminster 

1 

1 

Keynsham 

— 

11 

1 

1 

55 

2 

70 

Minehead 

4 

11 

2 

18 

35 

N  orton 

Radstock 

— 

12 

11 

2 

106 

49 

180 

Portishead 

1 

1 

60 

62 

Shepton  Mallet 

— 

— 

3 

2 

29 

1 

35 

Street 

* 

1 

5 

6 

Taunton 

4 

2 

_ 

5 

62 

1 

74 

Watchet 

1 

2 

— 

17 

20 

Wellington 

— 

14 

14 

Wells 

— 

— 

33 

33 

Weston-super- 

Mare 

— 

— 

3 

19 

1 

23 

- Yeovil 

4Q 

23. 

5 

3 

25 

16 

112 

Totals 

52 

66 

23 

35 

634 

100 

910 

County  Totals 

93 

112 

35 

49 

1.7131 

317 

2,319 

34 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  in  the  year  ended 

31st  December.  1962 


Age  groups :  — 

Under  1 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to 

14 

15  or 

over 

Totals 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

RURAL 

Axbridge 

192 

57 

— 

76 

24 

338 

291 

496 

999 

1,159 

1,314 

Bathavon 

195 

— 

51 

— 

148 

24 

612 

320 

694 

918 

1,700 

1,262 

Bridgwater 

326 

— 

82 

7 

206 

40 

661 

256 

812 

971 

2,087 

1,274 

Chard 

107 

1 

32 

30 

7 

90 

98 

105 

370 

364 

476 

Clutton 

136 

— 

83 

1 

173 

7 

676 

76 

733 

448 

1,801 

532 

Dulverton 

18 

— 

6 

— 

32 

15 

40 

10 

38 

88 

134 

113 

Frome 

81 

5 

8 

— 

44 

22 

184 

117 

197 

333 

514 

477 

Langport 

141 

— 

32 

2 

62 

26 

351 

247 

393 

601 

979 

876 

Long  Ashton 

377 

— 

84 

— 

227 

39 

580 

365 

810 

1,147 

2,078 

1,551 

Shepton  Mallet 

91 

16 

— 

38 

17 

58 

271 

228 

610 

431 

898 

Taunton 

198 

1 

30 

2 

87 

56 

303 

415 

473 

1,192 

1,091 

1,666 

Wellington 

93 

— 

17 

2 

37 

12 

131 

145 

206 

403 

484 

562 

Wells 

77 

23 

1 

50 

13 

209 

62 

227 

350 

586 

426 

Williton 

104 

26 

— 

82 

29 

271 

277 

382 

849 

865 

1,155 

Wincanton 

182 

— 

39 

— 

79 

16 

248 

228 

205 

410 

753 

654 

Y  eovil 

382 

- 

35 

9 

88 

86 

295 

516 

381 

940 

1,127 

1,551 

Totals 

2,646 

7 

621 

24 

1,459 

133 

5,047 

3,694 

6,380 

L0,629 

.6,1531 

4,787 

URBAN 

Bridgwater 

369 

— 

114 

— 

290 

24 

935 

250 

1,140 

1,011 

2,848 

1,285 

Burnham 

126 

2 

25 

— 

70 

26 

372 

449 

448 

885 

1,041 

1,362 

Chard 

70 

— 

18 

21 

3 

78 

30 

71 

202 

258 

235 

Clevedon 

144 

— 

19 

— 

42 

6 

163 

95 

180 

141 

548 

242 

Crewkeme 

60 

3 

6 

10 

64 

163 

71 

345 

204 

518 

Frome 

99 

— 

30 

2 

77 

20 

365 

107 

289 

227 

853 

356 

Glastonbury 

74 

— 

3 

— 

19 

5 

61 

27 

»3 

94 

240 

126 

Ilminster 

26 

— 

20 

— 

26 

8 

39 

26 

72 

154 

183 

188 

Keynsham 

143 

35 

105 

— 

362 

21 

317 

28 

962 

49 

Minehead 

68 

— 

4 

30 

5 

129 

67 

174 

303 

405 

375 

Norton  Radstock 

185 

1 

65 

227 

4 

830 

135 

993 

556 

2,300 

696 

Portishead 

90 

48 

— 

86 

35 

259 

270 

259 

539 

742 

844 

Shepton  Mallet 

47 

— 

5 

— 

10 

7 

55 

99 

76 

258 

193 

364 

Street 

102 

— 

29 

— 

105 

12 

340 

72 

312 

385 

888 

469 

Taunton 

392 

— 

51 

3 

214 

79 

814 

653 

1,238 

2,130 

2,709 

2,865 

Watchet 

27 

— 

7 

17 

4 

116 

49 

143 

158 

310 

211 

Wellington 

61 

16 

— 

19 

9 

152 

35 

346 

408 

594 

452 

Wells 

68 

— 

16 

— 

53 

8 

280 

140 

419 

577 

836 

725 

Wes  ton-  s-M  are 

297 

— 

71 

5 

105 

33 

329 

359 

433 

1,050 

1,235 

1,447 

Yeovil 

358 

40 

2 

118 

82 

601 

616 

444 

1,428 

1,561 

2,127 

Totals 

2,806 

3 

619 

12 

1,640 

380 

6,344 

3,662 

7,501 

10,879 

18,910 

14,936 

County  Totals 

5,452 

10 

1,240 

36 

3,099 

813 

11,391 

7,356 

13,881 

21,508 

35,063 

29,723 

P  —  Primary  Vaccination 
R  —  Re-vaccination 


35 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 
Number  of  persons  who  received  a  course  of  primary  vaccination 
(two  injections  or  three  doses  of  Oral  vaccine)  during  the  year  1962. 


PRIMARY  COURSES 


District 

Children 

bom 

1962 

Children 

bom 

1943-61 

Young  persons 
bom 
1933-42 

Persons 
40  years 
&  Prioriti 

under 
of  age 
(T  Groups 

Salk 

Oral 

Salk 

Oral 

Salk 

Oral 

Salk 

Oral 

RURAL 

Axbridge 

— 

21 

199 

168 

54 

34 

129 

57 

Bathavon 

2 

7 

112 

98 

13 

10 

35 

18 

Bridgwater 

— 

14 

135 

165 

28 

22 

43 

41 

Chard 

1 

16 

49 

76 

5 

4 

4 

13 

Clutton 

4 

9 

104 

23 

15 

2 

40 

5 

Dulverton 

— 

2 

18 

25 

5 

5 

11 

6 

Frome 

— 

5 

71 

38 

21 

14 

24 

13 

Langport 

1 

11 

106 

47 

21 

1 

43 

13 

Long  Ashton 

13 

27 

251 

150 

39 

25 

71 

65 

Shepton  Mallet 

1 

4 

61 

41 

20 

7 

20 

15 

Taunton 

4 

14 

115 

105 

19 

22 

51 

37 

Wellington 

— 

— 

41 

47 

12 

3 

23 

14 

Wells 

— 

15 

49 

49 

25 

9 

16 

9 

Willi  ton 

3 

24 

53 

125 

8 

15 

29 

36 

Wincanton 

3 

15 

72 

110 

13 

9 

24 

23 

Y  eovil 

8 

42 

189 

176 

22 

24 

33 

61 

Totals 

40 

226 

1,625 

1,443 

320 

«06 

596 

426 

URBAN 

Bridgwater 

— 

39 

90 

233 

9 

16 

25 

41 

Burnham 

1 

2 

65 

22 

15 

2 

22 

— 

Chard 

— 

9 

15 

69 

— 

6 

2 

8 

Clevedon 

— 

10 

41 

41 

13 

8 

15 

18 

Crewkeme 

— 

7 

24 

20 

2 

1 

5 

3 

Frome 

1 

3 

80 

94 

28 

21 

23 

41 

Glastonbury 

— 

2 

27 

5 

3 

6 

7 

5 

Ilminster 

— 

1 

9 

9 

— 

4 

4 

4 

Keynsham 

5 

— 

137 

48 

10 

6 

41 

23 

Minehead 

1 

11 

37 

49 

7 

10 

10 

34 

Norton  Radstock 

1 

22 

98 

84 

11 

12 

25 

31 

Porti  she  ad 

— 

12 

40 

76 

11 

10 

16 

18 

Shepton  Mallet 

3 

1 

32 

15 

2 

1 

13 

6 

Street 

— 

23 

33 

49 

7 

11 

9 

24 

Taunton 

5 

32 

206 

299 

28 

33 

63 

72 

Watch  et 

— 

— 

9 

32 

1 

1 

6 

6 

Wellington 

— 

9 

41 

51 

2 

8 

49 

7 

Wells 

— 

13 

21 

50 

4 

11 

7 

17 

Weston-super-Mare 

1 

21 

142 

235 

43 

33 

79 

49 

Yeovil 

15 

38 

73 

259 

9 

34 

10 

103 

Totals 

33 

255 

1,220 

1,740 

205 

234 

431 

510 

County  Totals 

73 

481 

2,845 

3,183 

525 

440 

1,027 

936 

36 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


REINFORCEMENTS,  1962. 


District 

Number  of 
persons  (all 
groups)  who 
received  a 
third 

reinforcing 

injection 

Number  of 
children  of 

5  years  but 
under  12  years 
who  received 
a  fourth 
reinforcing 
ini  ection 

Number  of 
ipersons  (all 
groups)  who 
received  a 
reinforcing 
dose  of  Oral 
vaccine  fol¬ 
lowing  two 
Salk  injs. 

Number  of 
children  of 

5  years  but 
under  12  years 
who  received 
a  dose  of 
Oral  vaccine 
after  three 
Salk  inj  s. 

RURAL 

Axb  ridge 

544 

261 

437 

321 

Bathavon 

419 

100 

204 

114 

Bridgwater 

494 

86 

235 

139 

Chard 

224 

31 

47 

22 

Clutton 

426 

79 

51 

20 

Dulverton 

62 

33 

36 

18 

Frome 

220 

26 

222 

29 

Langport 

415 

55 

59 

29 

Long  Ashton 

834 

154 

396 

129 

Shepton  Mallet 

207 

47 

96 

49 

Taunton 

513 

131 

183 

124 

Wellington 

168 

21 

192 

52 

Wells 

282 

49 

87 

18 

Williton 

295 

38 

177 

110 

Wincanton 

320 

48 

149 

35 

Yeovil 

508 

134 

309 

180 

Totals 

5,931 

1,293 

2,880 

1,389 

URBAN 

Bridgwater 

456 

49 

254 

89 

Burnham 

158 

47 

146 

32 

Chard 

152 

36 

5 

9 

Clevedon 

278 

72 

19 

20 

Crewkeme 

76 

13 

24 

3 

Frome 

259 

59 

486 

38 

Glastonbury 

136 

11 

23 

15 

Ilminster 

57 

7 

31 

6 

Keynsham 

396 

89 

157 

48 

Minehead 

177 

11 

87 

21 

Norton  Radstock 

404 

46 

156 

76 

Portishead 

229 

41 

103 

22 

Shepton  Mallet 

121 

36 

30 

38 

Street 

136 

17 

130 

27 

Taunton 

844 

154 

593 

472 

Watchet 

40 

2 

48 

34 

Wellington 

187 

41 

88 

44 

Wells 

221 

45 

51 

20 

Weston-super-Mare 

659 

300 

440 

264 

Yeovil 

503 

167 

246 

144 

Totals 

5,489 

1,243 

3,117 

1,422 

County  Totals 

11,420 

2,536 

5,997 

2,811 

37 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


GENERAL 

For  the  first  time  since  1957  there  has  been  a  slight  drop  in  the 
total  number  of  patients  carried.  The  decrease  amounts  to  less  than 
1%  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  significance  can  be  attached  to  it. 
There  is  certainly  no  indication  that  a  stabilisation  of  demands  has 
yet  been  reached,  and,  in  fact,  the  trend  towards  the  day  hospital 
treatment  of  mental  disorder  suggests  that  the  slight  decrease  is  only 
temporary.  There  was  a  slight  increase  over  the  previous  year  in  the 
mileage  run,  and  the  details  are  given  in  the  table  below. 

In  my  last  report  I  referred  to  the  congestion  on  the  roads  and 
the  consequent  delay?.  The  position  has  worsened  to  such  an  extent 
that  controllers  are  no  longer  able  to  depend  upon  the  return  of  many 
of  their  vehicles  from  the  morning  appointments  in  time  to  assist  with 
the  conveyance  of  patients  for  afternoon  appointments.  This,  coupled 
with  the  calls  of  the  day  hospitals  (which  create  demand  at  the  busiest 
time  of  the  day)  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  the  necessity  to  reconsider 
the  establishment  of  both  vehicles  and  staff. 


1961 

Ambulances 

Sitting  case  Ambulances 
Oars  ...  ... 

Patients 

Mileage 

Average  Distance 
travelled 
per  patient. 

59,259 

96,293 

23,115 

516,244 

745,654 

138,089 

8.71 

7.74 

5.97 

Totals  —  Service  Vehicles 

178,667 

1,399,987 

7.84 

Hospital  Car  Service 

7,159 

30,293 

4.23 

Private  Hire 

274 

1.825 

6.66 

All  Vehicles  ... 

186,100 

1,432,105 

7.70 

1962 

Ambulances 

59,614 

533,983 

8.96 

Sitting  case  Ambulances 

99,156 

763,756 

7.70 

OSiFS  ••  •  ••• 

20,430 

123,420 

6.04 

Totals  —  Service  Vehicles 

179,200 

1,421,159 

7.93 

Hospital  Car  Service 

5,237 

19,334 

3.69 

Private  Hire 

49 

680 

13.9 

All  Vehicles 

184,486 

1,441,173 

7.81 
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The  voluntary  assistance  given  at  Ambulance  stations  has 
weakened  slightly  since  my  last  report,  and  at  the  Highbridge  Station 
some  difficulty  has  been  met  in  maintaining  a  24-hour  service.  Whilst 
during  the  day-time  very  few  volunteers  are  able  to  help,  at  night  and 
at  the  weekends  some  volunteers  still  assist  in  several  areas.  Because 
of  the  diminution  of  voluntary  effort  the  future  arrangements  for  the 
running  of  the  service  have  been  closely  examined,  resulting  in  a 
recommendation  to  the  County  Council  to  terminate  the  Agency  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  At  the  Castle  Cary 
Station  the  local  Detachment  of  the  British  Red  cross  Society  has 
now  found  it  impossible  to  help  at  night  during  the  week,  but  continue 
to  do  so  at  the  weekend.  At  Ilminster  volunteers  are  still  able  to  staff 
an  ambulance  at  night  and  at  the  weekends. 

At  the  request  of  the  Taunton  Hospital  Management  Committee 
the  Ambulance  Service  now  undertakes  the  responsibility  of  providing 
transport  for  the  Obstetric  Flying  Squad.  An  ambulance  is  used  and 
is  available  to  convey  the  patient  when  this  is  necessary.  This 
arrangement  is  working  well  and  has  improved  the  efficiency  of  this 
important  service. 

CONTROL 

The  Group  arrangements  for  controlling  the  service  remain 
unchanged  with  the  Taunton,  Weston-super-Mare  and  Glastonbury 
controls  manned  on  a  24-hour  basis,  and  that  at  Yeovil  from  7.30  a.m. 
to  10.0  p.m.  daily,  continuing  at  night  from  the  homes  of  the  senior 
staff. 

In  July  an  Assistant  Group  Officer  was  appointed  at  the 
Glastonbury  Control.  This  new  appointment  was  necessary  because 
of  the  increase  in  the  work  of  this  Group  during  the  past  few  years. 
Despite  the  slight  drop  in  the  total  demands  made  on  the  service  the 
work  of  control  has  become  more  difficult,  and  there  is  evidence  that 
some  strengthening  of  the  staffing  at  other  controls  will  be  necessary. 

An  additional  ex-Directory  telephone  has  now  been  installed 
at  the  Taunton,  Weston-super-Mare  and  Glastonbury  controls,  and  is 
used  for  many  of  the  outgoing  messages  thus  relieving  the  other  lines 
for  incoming  messages. 

During  the  year  more  of  the  old  mobile  radio  equipment  has 
been  replaced  by  modern  equipment  which  meets  the  requirements  of 
the  G.P.O.  specification,  and  these  changes  have  been,  as  far  as 
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possible,  concentrated  in  the  Taunton  and  Yeovil  Groups  so  that  the 
division  of  the  County  for  radio  purposes  into  two  (North  and  South) 
will  be  possible.  The  first  stage  in  this  change  took  place  in  Novem¬ 
ber  when  the  Yeovil  control  transferred  to  Channel  2.  It  is  hoped 
that  it  will  be  possible  to  complete  the  change  during  1963  when  the 
Taunton  control  will  also  transfer  from  the  present  Channel  1  to 
Channel  2. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vehicles  now  equipped 
with  radio:  — 


Control  Area 

Ambulances 

Dual-purpose 

Sitting-case 

Ambulances 

Cars 

TOTAL 

Group  1  Taunton 

12 

11 

1 

24 

Group  2  Weston-super- 
Mare 

12 

8 

2 

22 

Group  3  Glastonbury 

10 

10 

3 

23 

Group  4  Yeovil 

4 

6 

1 

11 

TOTALS: 

38 

35 

7 

80 

STAFF 


To  maintain  the  service  some  additions  have  been  authorised 
to  the  staff  at  Ambulance  Stations.  These  are  as  follows:— 


Churchill  l 

Clevedon  l 

Minehead  1 

Taunton  1 

Weston-super-Mare  1 
Yeovil  1 


To  meet  the  needs  of  the  rapidly  growing  population  in  the 
North  of  the  County  around  Keynsham,  an  Ambulance  Station  was 
established  on  1st  April,  1962,  in  temporary  accommodation  at  the 
Keynsham  Hospital.  At  present  only  a  day-time  service  is  provided 
but  it  is  hoped  during  1963  to  extend  this  to  a  24-hour  service.  With 
the  setting  up  of  this  station  the  one-man  station  at  Paulton  was  closed 
and  the  driver  attendant  was  promoted  to  senior  driver  and  transferred 
to  Keynsham. 
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The  authorised  establishment  at  31st  December,  1962  was 
as  follows:— 


Ambulance  Station 

Station 

Officers 

Sub- 

Officers 

Senior 

Drivers 

Driver 

Attendants 

TOTALS 

SOMERSET  COUNTY 
Castle  Cary 

COUNCIL 

1 

3 

4 

Churchill 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

Ilminster 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Keynsham 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

Shepton  Mallet 

1 

2 

— 

5 

8 

Taunton 

— 

5 

— 

17 

22 

Yeovil 

1 

2 

— 

9 

12 

ST.  JOHN  AMBULANC 

Bridgwatti 

JE  BRIGAD] 

E 

1 

6 

7 

Clevedon 

— 

— 

2 

7 

9 

Glastonbury 

1 

2 

— 

6 

9 

Prome 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Minehead 

1 

— 

— 

7 

8 

Portishead 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

N  orton-Radstock 

— 

— 

1 

7 

8 

Wells 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Wellington 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Weston-super-Mare 

1 

4 

— 

16 

21 

TOTALS: 

5 

15 

10 

99 

129 

VEHICLES 

During  the  year  8  new  vehicles  were  provided  as  follows:— 

1  large  Bedford  ambulance  at  Castle  Cary. 

1  small  Commer  ambulance  at  Taunton. 

1  large  Commer  ambulance  at  Taunton. 

3  small  sitting-case  ambulances  on  the  Bedford  15-cwt  chassis 
at  Ilminster,  Norton-Radstock  and  Bridgwater. 

1  large  sitting-case  ambulance  on  the  Morris  chassis  at 
Clevedon. 

1  Vauxhall  car  at  Weston-super-Mare. 
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The  authorised  vehicle  establishment  at  31st  December,  1963,  was 
as  follows:- 


Ambulance  Station 

Ambulances 

Dual  Purpose 

Sitting-case 

Ambulances 

Cars 

TOTALS 

SOMERSET  COUNTY  COUI 

Castle  Cary 

^CIL 

1 

2 

3 

Churchill 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Ilminster 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Keynsham 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Shepton  Mallet 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Taunton 

6 

5 

1 

12 

Yeovil 

3 

4 

1 

8 

TOTALS: 

15 

18 

4 

37 

ST.  JOHN  AMBULANCE  BF 

Bridgwater 

IIGADE 

2 

2 

4 

Cheddar 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Clevedon 

3 

2 

— 

5- 

Frome 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Glastonbury 

2 

3 

1 

6 

Highbridge 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Minehead 

2 

2 

— 

4 

Norton-Radstock 

3 

2 

— 

5 

Portishead 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Wedmore 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

Wellington 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Wells 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Weston-super-Mare 

5 

3 

2 

10 

TOTALS: 

24 

17 

3 

44 

Reserve 

1 

— 

— 

1 

GRAND  TOTALS: 

40 

35 

7 

82 

HOSPITAL  CAR  AND  HIRE  SERVICES 

With  the  setting  up  of  the  Keynsham  Station  the  use  of  the 
Hospital  Car  Service  has  fallen  slightly.  The  service,  however, 
continues  to  perform  a  useful  function.  Hired  cars  are  now  used 
on  very  few  occasions. 
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RAIL  TRAVEL 

Again,  the  number  of  patients  carried  by  rail  has  increased 
despite  the  curtailment  of  certain  rail  services.  Where  patients  have 
to  travel  outside  the  County  every  effort  is  made  to  send  them  by  rail 
for  the  major  part  of  the  journey.  This  is  done  not  merely  from  an 
economical  point  of  view,  but  because  experience  has  shown  that  where 
rail  travel  can  be  used  on  long  journeys  this  is  to  the  advantage  of 
the  patient.  If  the  reorganisation  of  the  railways  leads  to  a  reduction 
in  rail  facilities  available  to  the  Ambulance  Service,  then  the  staffing 
and  vehicle  requirements  of  certain  stations  will  be  affected.  We  are 
indebted  to  the  many  volunteers  who  so  willingly  act  as  escorts  on 
railway  journeys. 


The  details  of  patients  conveyed  are  as  follows:— 


Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

Patients 

Mileage 

Patients 

Mileage 

Patients 

Mileage 

1961 

212 

23.061 

706 

55,502 

918 

78,563 

1962 

213 

25,875 

815 

61,109 

1,028 

86,984 

Total  equivalent  road  mileages:— 

1960  —  approximately  137,000 

1961  —  approximately  157,000 

1962  —  approximately  174,000 


PREMISES 

The  new  small  station  at  Churchill  opened  in  July,  and  during 
the  year  the  building  of  new  ambulance  stations  with  Group  Control 
at  Weston-super-Mare  and  Yeovil  started.  These,  it  is  hoped,  will 
be  ready  for  occupation  during  1963.  A  new  ambulance  station  at 
Bridgwater  is  also  in  the  course  of  erection. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  has  now  provided  additional 
garage  accommodation  at  its  Norton-Radstock  Station  and  has  leased 
the  ambulance  station  to  the  County  Council  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 

The  planning  of  permanent  premises  for  the  new  ambulance 
station  at  Keynsham  has  proceeded  but  it  will  not  be  possible  for 
building  work  to  commence  until  1963.  Temporary  accommodation  for 
the  men  has  been  made  available  at  the  Keynsham  Hospital  but  the 
vehicles,  unfortunately,  have  to  stand  in  the  open. 
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CHIROPODY 

In  May  1962  there  was  an  increase  in  fees  payable  to  Chiropo¬ 
dists  for  treatments  given  in  their  surgeries  and  for  domiciliary  visits 
as  part  of  the  Service  provided  by  Local  Health  Authorities,  and 
although  this  still  does  not  satisfy  many  Chiropodists,  we  have  been 
able  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  further  8  Chiropodists  who  are  willing 
to  accept  the  newer  conditions  of  service.  This  brings  the  total 
number  of  Chiropodists  working  in  the  Scheme  up  to  26. 

During  the  year  790  new  cases  were  accepted,  and  treatment 
arranged  for  them,  and  the  total  number  of  treatments  given  were:— 

In  the  Chiropodists'  Surgeries  ...  ...  10,730  (9,013  in  1961) 

Domiciliary  visits  ...  ...  ...  2,168  (1,762  in  1961) 

The  service  provided  in  Old  People’s  Clubs  and  through  Assoc¬ 
iations  for  the  Welfare  of  Old  People,  continues  to  be  very  popular 
and  shows  an  increase  in  numbers  attending.  Of  such  Clubs,  32  are 
receiving  annual  grants  from  the  County  Council  ranging  from  £10  — 
£200  towards  this  service  which  is  so  ably  organised  by  voluntary 
help.  Monthly  sessions  are  also  carried  out  in  16  Old  People’s  Homes 
run  by  the  County  Welfare  Committee. 
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PREVENTION,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Dr.  C.  de  W.  Kitcat,  Senior  Consultant  Chest  Physician,  has 
provided  information  for  the  following  report:— 

NOTIFICATIONS 

These  at  105  show  a  considerable  reduction  on  the  1961  total 

of  147. 


PARTICULARS  OF  PULMONARY  CASES  NOTIFIED: 


Year 

New  Cases  Notified 

Transfers  from 
other  Authorities 

Total 

Contacts  seen 

1956 

200 

65 

265 

1,279 

1957 

192 

92 

284 

1,537 

1958 

216 

79 

295 

1,583 

1959 

185 

72 

257 

1,876 

1960 

158 

61 

219 

1,430 

1961 

147 

59 

206 

1,348 

1962 

105 

28 

133 

1,012 

TU^BERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS,  1962,  BY  AGE  GROUPS: 


Age  Groups 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  -  1 

2-5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

5-10 

1 

— 

1 

1 

10  -  15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15  -  20 

3 

4 

1 

1 

20  -  25 

4 

1 

1 

2 

25  -  35 

11 

12 

3 

3 

35  -  45 

9 

4 

1 

2 

45  -  55 

9 

6 

— 

4 

55  -  65 

11 

5 

2 

1 

65  and  Over 

14 

8 

— 

3 

TOTALS 

64 

41 

10 

17 
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POST  MORTEM  NOTIFICATIONS: 

There  were  7  cases  of  tuberculosis  during  1962  which  were 
not  formally  notified  before  death.  These  cases  were  in  two  categories, 
as  follows:  — 

(1)  Diagnosed  after  Post  Mortem  examination: 

2  male  (pulmonary)  aged  82  and  60 

(2)  Diagnosed  on  a  doctor's  certificate: 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

2  males  (ages  40  and  72)  1  male  (aged  68) 

1  female  (aged  66)  1  female  (aged  76) 

CHEST  HOSPITALS 

QUANTOCK  CHEST  HOSPITAL.  This  hospital  was  closed  to 
patients  on  7th  September,  1962. 

During  the  8  months  of  the  year  in  which  the  hospital  was  in 
use  the  average  occupancy  vyas  9. 

Admissions  for  the  year:  Men  17  Women  5  Total  22 

Discharges  for  the  year:  Men  23  Women  7  Total  30 

Deaths  during  the  year:  Men  —  Women—  Total  — 

TAUNTON  CHEST  HOSPITAL.  On  the  closing  of  the  Quan- 
tock  Chest  Hospital  the  last  patients  were  transferred  to  the  Taunton 
Chest  Hospital,  where  various  changes  were  made  to  accommodate 
them.  One  cubicle  was  adapted  to  house  the  mobile  X-ray  and  screening 
sets  and  this  will  be  used  as  the  X-ray  Room,  the  films  being  trans¬ 
ported  to  Musgrove  Park  Hospital  for  processing.  Some  structural 
alterations  are  being  made  which  will  make  the  Tuberculosis  unit  a 
much  warmer  and  pleasanter  place  for  the  patients  and  staff  in  the  cold 
and  rainy  weather.  The  bed  complement  is  now  16  male  and  10  female 
beds.  The  average  occupancy  for  the  year  was  again  13  and  on  31st 
December,  1962  4  male  and  7  female  beds  were  unoccupied. 

Admissions  for  the  year:  Men  25  Women  21  Total  46 

Discharges  for  the  year:  Men  24  Women  22  Total  46 

Deaths  during  the  year:  Men  2  Women  —  Total  2 

OTHER  HOSPITALS 

The  number  of  T.B.  patients  admitted  to  other  hospitals  during 
the  year  was  54. 
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CHEST  CLINICS 


The  new  cases  seen  at  the  chest  clinics  numbered  4,065  and 
were  classified  as  follows:— 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

T.B.  Negative  ... 

T.B.  Positive,  stage  1 
T.B.  Positive,  stage  2 
T.B.  Positive,  stage  3 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Bones  and  Joints 
Abdominal 

Other  Organs  . 

Peripheral  glands 

Not  Tuberculous  . 


37 

20 

37 

11 


1 

3 

3 

10 


105 


17 

3,943 


4,065 


Chest  Clinic  attendances  have  been  as  follows:— 


Clinic 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Bath  (County) 

847 

923 

770 

Bridgwater 

4,086 

4,048 

3,566 

Chard 

860 

691 

821 

Clevedon 

447 

461 

501 

Frome 

385 

228 

128 

Minehead 

1,649 

1,711 

1,643 

Paulton 

— 

244 

419 

Radstock 

738 

459 

193 

Shepton  Mallet 

377 

305 

221 

Taunton 

7,330 

6,555 

4,943 

Wells 

303 

342 

547 

Weston-super-Mare 

3,945 

3,689 

3,244 

Y  eovil 

2,537 

2,793 

2,469 

Totals : 

23,504 

22,449 

19,465 
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At  Taunton  the  end  of  1962  marked  the  completion  of  the  first 
year  of  the  G.P.  X-ray  Service  by  the  X-ray  Department,  and  mainly 
accounts  for  the  considerable  drop  in  the  Taunton  clinic  figures.  In  the 
past  more  than  1,000  x-rays  per  year  have  been  taken  in  the  Chest 
Clinic  and  reported  on  for  general  practitioners. 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 


Year 

Numbers  examined 

Active 

cases 

found 

Active  cases  per  thousand  examined 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total. 

1958 

20,779 

14,396 

30 

0.82 

0.90 

0.85 

1959 

14,682 

9,528 

24 

0.82 

1.20 

0.99 

1960 

20,196 

14,354 

25 

0.74 

0.69 

0.72 

1961 

10,833 

8,870 

6 

0.27 

0.33 

0.30 

1962 

24,816 

19,075 

11 

0.32 

0.16 

0.25 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  42  cases  (23  male  and  19 
female)  with  inactive  tuberculosis. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  0.052  compared  with  0.071  in 


1961. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


GENERAL 

The  Local  Health  Authority  has,  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  No.  2/62,  reviewed  its  Mental  Health  Services  and  has 
submitted  a  plan  for  their  development  over  the  next  10  years.  This 
will  be  complementary  to  the  Hospital  Services  and  will  be  subject  to 
annual  review  in  the  light  of  circumstances  arising  from  the  increase  in 
community  care.  There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  social  work  with 
the  mentally  ill  and  this  already  comprises  approximately  half  of  the 
total  work  undertaken  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers.  Having  regard  to 
this  trend  which  sets  the  pattern  for  the  continued  close  liaison  be¬ 
tween  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  Hospital  Services,  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  re-organise  the  field  staff  into  five  divisions,  based  upon  the 
areas  which  will  be  served  by  the  future  district  hospitals. 

TRAINING  CENTRES 

The  new  Junior  Training  Centre  and  Hostel  at  Yeovil  was 
opened  at  the  commencement  of  the  Spring  Term  1962.  The  Hostel 
provides  accommodation  for  24  children  and  has  permitted  the  reception 
of  a  number  of  children  living  in  remote  rural  areas.  Already  this  pro¬ 
vision  has  been  very  worth  while,  particularly  as  the  hostel  is  also 
available  for  short-stay  cases  at  weekends  and  also  during  the  Training 
Centre  holiday  periods. 

The  former  Junior  Centre  premises  have  been  converted  for  use 
as  an  Adult  Training  Centre  for  25  pupils  who  are  engaged  in  manual 
occupations  and  in  domestic  science. 

Hostel  accommodation  at  St.  Margaret’s  short-stay  holiday  home, 
Weston-super-Mare,  has  been  used  for  5  children  attending  the  Weston- 
super-Mare  Training  Centre. 

To  relieve  overcrowding  at  the  Taunton  Training  Centre  the 
younger  children  have  been  transferred  to  temporary  premises,  pending 
the  provision  of  a  new  Junior  Training  Centre. 

The  capital  works  schemes  proposed  for  training  centres  will, 
so  far  as  can  be  assessed  at  this  stage,  provide  places  for  the  severely 
subnormal  children  and  mentally  handicapped  adults  who  are  expected  to 
remain  in  the  community.  A  site  has  been  acquired  for  the  new  Bridg¬ 
water  Junior  Training  Centre  and,  when  this  project  has  been  completed. 
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the  existing  Centre  will  be  converted  for  use  as  an  Adult  Training 
Centre.  An  extension  of  the  Weston-super-Mare  Junior  Training  Centre 
to  provide  increased  classroom  accommodation,  assembly  hall/ dining 
room,  kitchen,  and  improved  toilef  and  other  facilities,  has  also  been 
put  in  hand. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pupils  at  Training 
Centres  as  at  31st  December,  1962. 


Registered  Pupils 

Waiting 

List 

Centre 

Places 

Under 

16  years 

Over 

16  years 

Total 

Bridgwater 

32 

34 

15 

39 

2 

Glastonbury 

50 

32 

18 

40 

— 

Lopen 

20 

10 

8 

18 

— 

Radstock 

50 

26 

27 

53 

— 

Taunton 

32 

30 

21 

51 

— 

Weston-super-Mare 

50 

35 

20 

55 

5 

Yeovil  Junior  and 
Adult 

75 

33 

18 

51 

— 

Bath 

— 

1 

4 

5 

— 

Total 

309 

181 

131 

312 

7 

HOME  TRAINING 

A  home  teaching  scheme  has  been  commenced  for  children 
unable  to  attend  Training  Centres,  and  will  be  expanded  as  the  need 
arises. 

RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION 

The  use  of  Cliffe  View,  Cheddar  as  a  hostel  for  female  mentally 
disordered  persons  has  proved  to  be  a  valuable  service  which  has  pro¬ 
vided  conditions  in  which  they  can  develop  socially  and  become  self- 
supporting.  There  are  at  present  10  residents,  most  of  whom  go  out 
daily  to  work.  The  overall  aim  is  to  resettle  them  in  the  community 
and  the  results  so  far  achieved  are  encouraging. 

During  the  year  18  persons  were  resident  at  local  authority 
expense  by  boarding  out  in  private  households  or  in  voluntary  homes  or 
hostels. 
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DAY  CENTRES 

The  Council’s  Mental  Welfare  Officers  have  continued  to  co¬ 
operate  in  the  social  work  of  the  Ivor  House  Social  Health  Centre  and 
Day  Hospital  at  Taunton. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  is  also  associated  with  social 
clubs  for  mentally  disordered  persons  which  have  been  established  by 
voluntary  organisations  at  Bridgwater,  Minehead,  Taunton  and  Yeovil. 

HOME  VISITING 

The  number  of  mentally  ill  or  subnormal  persons  receiving  home 
visits,  other  than  those  in  attendance  at  training  centres  or  resident  in 
hostel  accommodation  or  private  care,  was  940. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Subnormal  patients  awaiting  admission  to  hospital  are  kept  under 
review.  At  31st  December  1962  there  were  15  such  patients,  3  of  whom 
were  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care. 

Temporary  residential  care  to  relieve  the  family  has  been 
arranged  for  48  patients  at  St.  Margaret’s  Holiday  Home  at  Weston-super- 
Mare,  and  25  patients  have,  in  accordance  with  Circular  5/52,  been 
accommodated  in  hospital. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  referred  to  the 
Local  Health  Authority  during  the  year’.— 


Mentally 

Ill 

Psychopath 

Subnormal 

Severely 

Subnormal 

Total 

1.573 

9 

198 

39 

1,819 

The  impetus  towards  community  care  given  by  the  Mental  Health 
Act  has  resulted  in  a  progressive  increase  in  the  social  work  service. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  paid  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
during  the  year 


Guardianship 

Aftercare 

Other 

Total  Visits 

840 

9,688 

5,499 

16,027 
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The  trend  towards  the  informal  admission  of  patients  is  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  following  table:— 


Informal 

Sections  25/29 

Sections  26/30 

Total  Admissions 

728 

283 

97 

1,108 

In  accordance  with  their  policy  of  affording  informal  community 
care  when  appropriate,  the  Local  Health  Authority  has  under  constant 
review  the  cases  of  patients  under  guardianship.  The  number  as  at 
31st  December,  1962  was  133,  of  whom  126  were  severely  subnormal. 

STAFFING 

SOCIAL  WORKERS. 

The  field  staff  has  been  increased  to  23  by  the  appointment  of 
two  additional  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  one  Trainee  Mental  Welfare 
Officer.  Two  officers  have  each  obtained  a  Diploma  in  Social  Adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  University  of  Exeter,  and  one  officer  has  been  awarded 
the  certificate  in  Applied  Social  Studies  of  Bristol  University. 

TRAINING  CENTRE  STAFF. 

The  training  centres’  staff  has  been  maintained  on  the  basis  of 
one  teacher  for  every  ten  pupils.  Two  teachers  have  been  seconded  to 
diploma  courses  of  the  National  Association  of  Mental  Health.  Four 
trainee  teachers  have  been  appointed  under  a  scheme  which  is  designed 
to  train  staff  in  the  practical  aspects  of  training  centres’  curricula  and, 
in  addition,  give  them  as  wide  experience  as  possible  in  allied  fields 
of  education  and  social  service.  In  their  third  year,  trainees  will  be 
seconded  to  a  full-time  course  for  teachers  of  the  mentally  handicapped. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  year  196 2, according  to  information  supplied  by  the  Somerset 
River  Board,  was  again  a  very  dry  one  with  an  average  rainfall  of  28.05 
inches  although  exceptionally  heavy  falls  were  recorded  in  January  (the 
wettest  since  1948),  August,  September  and  November.  Only  one  fall 
was  classified  as  ‘remarkable’,  one  of  the  classifications  used  by  the 
Meteorological  Office,  and  this  occurred  at  Exford  in  July  when  in 
twenty  minutes  a  fall  of  1.17  inches  was  recorded.  Of  December  we 
all  have  memories.  Snow  up  to  a  depth  of  nine  inches  had  already 
fallen  in  the  Wellington  area  during  November  but  the  worst  was  yet  to 
come.  On  Boxing  Day  there  was  a  slight  fall  and  again  on  the  27th. 
On  the  29th  occurred  the  first  snow  storm  accompanied  by  strong  winds, 
causing  drifts  several  feet  deep.  More  snow  fell  on  the  30th  followed 
by  a  slight  thaw  but  the  snow  which  fell  on  the  31st  more  than  made  up 
for  the  amount  that  had  thawed. 

Generally  the  quality  of  the  water  throughout  the  County  has 
been  satisfactory  but  the  same  cannot  be  said  for  quantity.  Several 
Districts  experienced  shortages  —  two  of  the  hardest  hit  being  Chard 
Borough  and  Dulverton  Rural.  In  the  former  case  one  well  ceased  to 
function  for  almost  the  entire  year  and  various  emergency  measures 
were  introduced  including  the  purchase  of  bulk  water  from  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  Autnority.  Dulverton  has  been  experiencing  shortages  for  a  number 
of  years  but  scnemes  are  now  in  hand  for  improving  supplies. 

However,  the  water  supply  position  has  improved  tremendously 
during  the  past  few  years  and  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  is  now  without  a  piped  supply. 

As  is  well  known  Somerset  is  now  divided  into  three  Water 
Authority  areas  and  further  observations  concerning  progress  under  the 
Regrouping  Programme  will  be  found  later  in  this  report. 

Details  concerning  extensions  or  improvements  of  water  supplies 
during  the  year,  excluding  those  to  housing  sites,  were  as  follows 
(future  proposals  have  also  been  given  in  most  cases):— 

BOROUGHS  AND  URBAN  DISTRICTS: 

BRIDGWATER.  The  Hawkridge  Reservoir  at  Spaxton  with  a 
capacity  of  190  million  gallons  was  brought  into  use  during  the  year. 
Future  proposals  are  concerned  with  the  provision  of  a  10”  main 
running  from  Farringdon  Hill  to  Blackmore  Lane.  The  estimated  cost  of 
this  work  is  £30,000. 
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CHARD.  Due  to  an  excessive  shortage  of  water  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  provide  an  in-line  booster  pump  at  Wadeford  on  the  Rural 
District  Council’s  main  to  enable  the  Snowdon  Reservoir  and/ or  the 
entire  high-pressure  system  to  be  fed  from  the  Rural  District  Council’s 
supplies.  A  deep  well  pump  also  had  to  be  replaced  in  order  to  increase 
the  output  from  the  bore.  It  is  anticipated  that  in  the  very  near  future 
an  additional  borehole  at  Pole  Rue  will  have  to  be  provided.  It  is 
estimated  this  will  cost  £6,900. 

CREWKERNE.  Shortages  occurred  due  to  housing  and  indus¬ 
trial  development  and  it  was  necessary  for  a  supplementary  supply  of 
72,000  gallons  per  day  to  be  obtained  from  the  Yeovil  Rural  District 
Council.  Proposals  are  well  advanced  for  the  provision  of  a  new  6” 
main  linking  North  Perrott  with  Crewkerne. 

MINEHEAD.  Considerable  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 
A  12"  borehole  at  Moor  Brake  and  rising  main  to  Camp  Hill  Reservoir 
was  completed,  also  a  6"  main  from  Glenmore  Road  to  Butlin’s  Camp 
and  the  renewal  of  a  4"  main  at  Periton  Road.  Work  on  the  provision  of 
an  8"  trunk  main  from  Middlecombe  to  a  250,000  gallon  reservoir  at 
Hopcott  and  an  8"  trunk  main  to  Butlin’s  Camp  is  still  in  progress. 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE,  Numerous  extensions  or  improvements 
were  carried  out  during  the  year,  also  a  reservoir,  pumping  stations, 
etc.,  were  provided  in  connection  with  the  Bleadon  Scheme.  The  total 
cost  of  all  this  work  amounted  to  approximately  £28,000.  Future  pro¬ 
posals  are  concerned  with  extensions  to  housing  development  and 
improvement  of  supplies. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS: 

BATHA.VON.  No  extensions  or  improvements  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  either  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  or  the  District 
Council.  It  is  proposed,  however,  to  carry  out  one  or  two  small  exten¬ 
sions  very  shortly  and  these  are  concerned  with  the  hamlet  of  Withy- 
ditch  in  Dunkerton  Parish  and  at  Wellow.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
to  transfer  the  remaining  water  undertakings  of  the  Council  to  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company  in  1963. 

BRIDGWATER.  The  Broomfield  and  Merridge  Scheme  has  been 
further  extended  by  providing  a  piped  supply  to  parts  of  Merridge  and 
Spaxton.  In  addition  an  18,000  gallons  per  hour  pumping  plant  was 
installed  at  Bath  Road  to  replace  one  of  a  smaller  capacity.  5"  and  4" 
mains  are  to  be  laid  very  shortly  in  the  Woolavington  and  Chilton 
Polden  Districts. 
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GLUTTON.  Extensions  or  improvements  either  completed  or  in 
progress  were  concerned  with  the  relating  of  a  main  at  Ubley  and  ex¬ 
tensions  at  North  Wick  in  the  Parish  of  Chew  Magna  and  Radford  in  the 
Parish  of  Timsbury. 

DULVERTON.  Work  during  the  year  comprised  the  renewal  of 
distribution  mains  and  provision  of  treatment  plant  at  Jury  Road  and  the 
renewal  of  distribution  mains  at  Skilgate.  Future  proposals  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  renewal  of  mains  at  Winsford,  extension  of  a  main  to 
the  Edgcott  area  and  the  provision  of  a  new  bore  to  augment  the  exis¬ 
ting  supply  at  Brompton  Regis. 

LANGPORT.  Although  only  minor  works  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  the  Council’s  future  proposals  are  concerned  with  the  provision 
of  a  new  ft"  supply  main  from  Beercrocombe,  which  is  to  be  connected 
to  the  Chard  supply,  and  the  installation  of  a  booster  pump  at  Westport 
to  improve  supplies  at  Curry  Rivel,  Isle  Brewers  and  Isle  Abbotts.  The 
increase  in  available  water  will  amount  to  approximately  40,000  gallons 
per  day. 

LONG  ASHTON.  The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  proposes  to 
extend  its  main  to  the  Littleton  area,  in  the  Parish  of  Winford,  also  to 
install  a  main  to  Station  Approach  at  Backwell.  The  total  estimated 
cost  of  these  two  projects  is  £4,800. 

SHEPTON  MALLET.  Work  amounting  to  over  £8,000  was 
carried  out  during  the  year  to  deal  with  the  unsatisfactory  private  supply 
at  West  Cranmore  and  the  provision  of  new  3"  mains  to  supply  the 
Waterlip  area.  Back  Lane,  Croscombe  and  the  Edford  area,  Holcombe. 
It  is  proposed  to  proceed  with  the  improvement  of  supplies  to  the 
Parishes  of  Ashwick,  Binegar  and  Emborough,  also  Holcombe,  in  the 
very  near  future. 

TAUNTON.  The  Taunton  Borough  Council,  as  statutory  water 
undertakers,  provided  a  main  supply  to  the  Parish  of  Durston. 

WELLINGTON.  The  Northern  and  Central  Parishes  Scheme  was 
completed  during  the  year  and  in  addition  the  Council  proceeded  with 
one  or  two  minor  extensions.  Future  proposals  are  concerned  with 
improvement  of  supplies  in  the  Parishes  of  Wiveliscombe  Without  and 
Wellington  Without. 

WELLS.  Numerous  extensions  or  improvements  were  completed 
during  the  year  and  were  in  the  main  concerned  with  either  augmentation 
of  supplies,  general  improvements  and  extensions  to  housing  develop¬ 
ment. 


WILLITON.  Rejer.uirs  were  provided  at  Rooks  Nest  and  Jews 
Farm,  also  at  \'est  Quantoxhead.  These  form  part  of  the  District 
Council’s  Clatworthy  Scheme  which  is  now  virtually  completed.  At 
Tolland  an  extension  was  completed  which  provides  for  a  supply  to  the 
school  at  Brompton  Ralph  and  a  4"  asbestos  main  was  laid  at  Wootton 
Courtenay. 

REGROUPING  OF  WATER  UNDERTAKINGS 

(a)  West  Somerset  Area, 

The  West  Somerset  Water  Board  Order,  1962  was  made  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  the  3rd  December,  1962 
and  comes  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1963.  The  day  of  transfer 
is  the  1st  April,  1963.,  after  which  this  Board  will  be  responsible  for 
water  supplies  in  the  following  districts:  — 

Boroughs  and  Urbans 

Bridgwater 
Minehead 
Taunton 
Watchet 
Wellington 

(b)  Wessex  Area. 

A  draft  Order  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  the  establishment  of  the  Wessex  Water  Board  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  transfer  will  be  made  on  the  1st  October,  1963. 
The  area  affected  is:  — 


Boroughs  and  Urbans  Rurals 

Chard  Chard 

Crewkerne  Langport 

Ilminster  Sherborne 

Sherborne  Wincanton 

Yeovil  Yeovil 


(c)  Mendip  Area  (Bristol  Waterworks  Company). 

The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  has  almost  completed  take¬ 
over  arrangements  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  County  and  the  position  as 
at  the  31st  December  is  as  follows:— 


Rurals 

Bridgwater 

Dulverton 

Taunton 

Wellington 

Williton 
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Boroughs  and  Urbans 


Rurals 


Burnham-on-Sea 
Clevedon 
Pro  me 
Glastonbury 
Keynsham 


Axbridge 


*  Norton-Radstock 
Portishead 


*  Bathavon 
Glutton 
Prome 

Long  Ashton 
Shepton  Mallet 
Wells 


Shepton  Mallet 

Street 

Wells 

Weston-super-Mare 

♦  Negotiations  for  take-over  proceeding. 


During  the  year  they  have  carried  out  quite  an  appreciable 
amount  of  work  within  the  County  boundary.  A  new  Pumping  Station  and 
Distribution  Reservoir  (200,000  gallons  capacity)  have  been  provided  at 
Old  Mixon  to  improve  the  supply  to  the  Bleadon  Hill  area  near  Weston- 
super-Mare.  A  second  reservoir  was  provided  at  Winscombe  (230,000 
gallons  capacity)  in  order  to  improve  the  supply  position  in  that  part 
of  the  Axbridge  Rural  District  and  in  addition  the  water  tower  at 
Pailand  was  brought  into  service  during  May.  In  total  the  Company 
has  laid  over  22,000  yards  of  water  main  and  increased  the  amount  of 
non-potable  water  extracted  from  the  River  Axe  and  delivered  to  the 
Cheddar  Reservoir,  A  new  submersible  pump  was  also  installed  at 
Rookham  borehole  to  improve  the  supply  of  water  to  Wells  City. 


57 


Schemes  approved  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage 
Acts,  1944-61  during  the  year  were  as  follows 


Rural  District 

Scheme 

Estimated  Cost 
(as  submitted) 

£  8  d. 

Bathavon 

Upper  Langridge,  Charlcombe  —  Extension  of 

Water  Mains  •••  •••  ••• 

1,400 

0 

0 

Bathavon 

Hunstrete^  Compton  Dando  —  Extension  of  Water 
Mains  ••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

2,750 

0 

0 

Bathavon 

Withyditch,  Dunkerton  —  Extension  of  Water  Mains 

1,456 

0 

0 

Bathavon 

Wellow  —  Extension  of  Water  Mains  ••<>  ••• 

693 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Bath  Road,  Bridgwater  Without  —  Booster  Station 

810 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Broomfield  and  Merridge  —  Extension  of  Water  Mains 

2,875 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

New  Tining,  Catcott  —  Extension  of  Water  Mains 

803 

0 

O'* 

Bridgwater 

North  Petherton  —  Extension  of  Water  Mains 

3,900 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Othery  —  Replacement  of  defective  Water  Main 

717 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Pawlett  —  Augmentation  of  Water  Supply  ••• 

1,280 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Westonzoyland  —  Purchase  of  Water  Mains  from 

Air  Ministry  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1,050 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Bath  Road,  Woolavington  —  Extension  of  Water 
^^ains  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1,750 

0 

0 

Glutton 

North  Wick,  Chew  Magna  —  Extension  of  Water 

am  s  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3,400 

0 

0 

Dulverton 

Brompton  Regis  —  Augmentation  of  Water  Supply 

4,570 

0 

0 

Dulverton 

Edgcott,  Exford  —  Extension  of  Water  Mains 

4,950 

0 

0 

Dulverton 

Winsford  —  Replacement  of  Water  Mains  ... 

11,250 

0 

0 

L  angport 

Curry  Rivel,  Isle  Brewers  and  Isle  Abbotts  — 
Improvement  of  Water  Supply 

934 

0 

0 

Long  Ashton 

Winford  and  Dundry  —  Extension  to  serve  Littleton 

4,240 

0 

0 

T  aunton 

Stoke  Hill,  Stoke  St.  Mary  —  Extension  of  Water 

Main 

2,450 

0 

0 

Wellington 

Voxmoor  and  Legglands  —  Water  Mains 

5,680 

0 

0 

Wellington 

Ford  Street  Area,  Wellington  Without  —  Extension 
of  Water  Main 

9,027 

0 

0 

Willi  ton 

Clatworthy  Reservoir  Scheme  —  Contract  No.  13  — 
Laying  of  Water  Mains  from  Willett  to  Elworthy 
and  Brompton  Ralph  and  Maundown  to  Clatworthy 

26,000 

0 

0 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Rural  District 

Scheme 

Estimated  Cost 
(as  submitted) 

£  8.  d. 

Williton 

Clatworthy  Reservoir  Scheme  —  Contract  No.  14  — 
ConstrucUon  of  Reservoirs  at  J  ews  F arm  and 
Rook  s  Nest  •••  ...  ...  ...  ... 

18,750  0  0 

Williton 

Old  Cleeve,  Chapel  Cleeve  and  Bilbrook  — 
Acquisition  of  Water  Supply  ...  ... 

1,700  0  0 

Williton 

Tower  Hill,  Sampford  Brett  —  Extension  of  Water 

am  S  •••  ass  •••  aaa 

625  0  0 

Williton 

Western  Parishes  Water  Supply  Scheme  —  Bossing- 
ton  Water  Main  Extension  (Contract  No.  3) 

1,325  0  0 

£114,385  0  0 

Schemes  approved  prior  to  1962  but  costs  and/or  proposals 
revised  and  re-submitted:— 


Rural  District 

Scheme 

Revis.ed  Cost 

£  s.  d. 

Clutton 

Radford  —  Water  Main  Extension 

... 

... 

2,613 

0  0 
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WATER  SAMPLES 

Classification  of  raw  and  treated  water  samples  submitted  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination:  — 


Raw  Water 

Treated  after  going 
into  supply 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

No. 

Taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

No. 

Taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

No. 

Taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

No. 

Taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Boroughs 

and 

Urbans 

272 

161 

66 

66 

815 

789 

76 

74 

Rurals 

644 

505 

80 

75 

896 

841 

93 

90 

Totals 

916 

666' 

146 

141 

1,711 

1,630 

169 

164 

The  following  figures  refer  to  samples  taken  from  well  water 
supplies 


B  Cloughs  and  Urbans 

Rurals 

No  ake>. 

Satisfactory 

No  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Bacteriological 

84 

28 

215 

91 

Chemical 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Details  concerning  the  substitution  of  piped  supplies  for  well 
water  and  other  sources  of  supply  during  1962  were  as  follows:— 


Boroughs  and 
Urbans 

Rurals 

Total 

Well  water 

— 

249 

249 

Private  source 

— 

97 

97 

Other  (Springs,  etCo) 

— 

10 

10 

Wells  closed  during  the 

year 

1 

102 

103 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

A  number  of  major  schemes  has  been  submitted  during  the  year 
and  whilst  not  as  many  as  in  the  previous  year,  the  total  cost  is  con¬ 
siderably  more.  Schemes  carried  out  or  in  progress  excluding  extensions 
to  housing  estates  are  as  under.  Financial  particulars  are  set  out  on 
Pages  67,  68  and  69. 

BOROUGHS  AND  URBAN  DISTRICTS: 

BRIDGWATER.  The  Council  has  now  completed  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  Eastover  sewer.  Future  proposals  are  concerned  with  a 
scheme  for  Chilton  Trinity  —  now  being  designed  by  the  Consultants, 
and  the  provision  of  a  storm  water  relief  sewer  in  West  Street  upon 
which  work  is  due  to  commence  early  in  1963.  The  Eastover  Scheme  is 
part  of  the  long  term  proposals  for  linking  existing  river  outfalls  and 
pumping  to  a  proposed  sewage  pumping  station  down  river. 

BURN  HAM-ON-SEA.  Numerous  exteiisions  or  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  and  the  Council  has  quite  an  extensive  programme 
listed  under  future  proposals.  The  problem  at  the  present  time  is  that 
the  sewers  are  frequently  surcharged  and  it  is  imperative  that  a  new 
outfall  be  provided  as  soon  as  possible. 

CHARD.  In  order  of  priority  the  Borough  Council  proposes 
carrying  out  comprehensive  improvements  at  its  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £65,000,  the  provision  of  a  new  sewer 
from  Forton  Road  through  the  industrial  site  to  the  Works  and  new 
sewer  links  at  Crimchard  and  Touchstone  Lane.  The  total  cost  of 
these  latter  three  projects  is  estimated  at  £45,000. 

CLEVEDON.  A  future  proposal  provides  for  the  construction  of 
a  main  relief  sewer  which  is  estimated  to  cost  £300,000.  The  proposal 
is  now  being  considered  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment. 

FROME.  Major  improvements  are  still  in  progress  at  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works. 

GLASTONBURY.  The  District  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers 
are  investigating  the  question  of  extending  the  existing  sewage  and 
trade  waste  plant  in  order  to  deal  with  additional  trade  waste  flows. 
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KEYNSHAM.  The  reconstruction  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works, 
including  sections  of  new  and  reconstructed  sewers  and  pumping 
stations,  was  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  cost  of  this  work  will  amount  to  £283,000.  Under  future  pro¬ 
posals  improvements  are  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Eastern  and  Western 
ends  of  the  District. 

MINEHEAD.  The  Council  still  has  under  consideration 
schemes  for  dealing  with  its  drainage  problems  which  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with  fairly  soon. 

NORTON-RADSTOCK.  New  sludge  drying  beds  were  provided 
at  a  cost  of  £2,000.  So  far  as  future  proposals  are  concerned  the  Coun¬ 
cil  has  in  mind  the  modernisation  and  enlargement  of  the  Works  at 
Midsomer  Norton  and  Radstock.  This  is  estimated  to  cost  £116,000.  In 
addition  it  is  proposed  to  renew  two  defective  filter  beds  at  Radstock. 
This  work  will  cost  an  additional  £17,700. 


PORTISHEAD.  The  Council  has  several  major  schemes  listed 
under  its  Future  Proposals  Programme  and  in  order  of  priority  these 
are 

Scheme 

Estimated  Cost 

(a) 

Construction  of  surface  water  and 
foul  water  sewer  systems  to  serve 
Nore  Park  and  Redcliffe  areas  with 
outfalls  to  Channel  . 

£45,000 

(b) 

New  rising  main  from  Bristol  Road 
to  top  of  Beach  Hill  with  ancillary 
works  to  sewer  in  Welly  Bottom 

£27,000 

(c) 

New  relief  sewer  across  old  Golf 
Course 

£  5,000 

(d) 

New  24"  and  42"  surface  water 
sewers  from  Combe  Avenue  to 

Rhine  across  Victoria  Square 

Playing  Field  . 

£10,000 

SHEPTON  MALLET.  A  system  of  recirculation  was  installed 
and  in  addition  the  filter  capacity  of  the  Works  is  in  the  process  of 
being  increased  by  approximately  50  per  cent.  An  additional  humus 
tank  and  other  works  are  to  be  provided  (£26,000). 
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TAUNTON.  During  the  year  the  District  Council  has  com¬ 
pleted  work  on  the  pumping  station  at  Priorswood  (£14,000),  and  the 
laying  of  a  surface  water  sewer  along  the  Wellington  Road,  also  at  a 
cost  of  £14,000.  The  provision  of  a  trunk  sewer  (replacement)  along 
Priory  Bridge  Road  (£100,000),  replacement  of  sewer  at  Gray's  Road 
(£3,000)  and  certain  improvements  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are 
envisaged  in  the  near  future. 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE.  Once  again  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  main  drain¬ 
age  scheme,  the  Black  Rock  Pumping  Station  having  been  completed  at 
a  cost  of  £310,300,  also  Phases  I  and  II  of  the  Worle  trunk  sewer  and 
the  town  trunk  sewer.  The  total  cost  of  these  three  schemes  amounted 
to  approximately  £708,000.  In  addition  the  Council  carried  out  a  major 
scheme  in  connection  with  the  Town  Development  (Industrial)  and 
Housing  Site  at  a  cost  of  £72,000  and  the  extension  of  sewers  at 
Oldmixon  and  Winterstoke  amounting  to  £19,000.  Work  is  still  in  pro¬ 
gress  in  connection  with  Phase  III  of  the  Worle  trunk  sewer  and  this 
will  cost  approximately  £355,000.  A  further  extension  to  the  main 
drains^ge  scheme  and  improvements  to  the  existing  system  will  require 
a  further  £395,000. 

YEOVIL.  The  Council,  which  commenced  the  construction  of  an 
experimental  plant  for  the  treatment  of  trade  waste,  has  now  completed 
the  work  but  to  date  no  reports  have  been  received  on  its  efficiency. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS: 

AXBRIDGE.  Sewer  extensions  at  Southmead,  in  the  Parish  of 
Winscombe,  Burnham  Without  and  Brent  Knoll  were  completed  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £4,300.  The  Wedmore  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Scheme  (£48,649)  is  now  in  progress.  Major  works  included  in  the 
Council’s  future  proposals  are  concerned  with  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  facilities  at  Kewstoke,  the  provision  of  sea  outfall  sewers  for 
Hutton,  Banwell  and  Locking,  Brean  and  Borrow,  also  Bleadon,  and 
ultimately  for  Sandford,  Churchill  and  Langford.  It  is  also  proposed  to 
carry  out  works  of  reconstruction  at  the  Cheddar  Disposal  Works. 
(Total  cost  £373,000). 

BATHAVON.  Work  in  connection  with  the  scheme  of  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  for  the  Villages  of  Corston  and  Newton  St.  Loe 
has  now  been  completed  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £47,000.  In  order  of 
priority  the  Council’s  future  proposals  are  concerned  with  sewer  exten¬ 
sions  at  Ashley  Road  and  New  Road,  Bathford,  the  re-sewering  and  the 
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provision  of  new  Disposal  Works  at  Wellow  and  finally  re-sewering  and 
the  provision  of  pumping  stations  for  New  Buildings  at  Carlingcott  in 
the  Parish  of  Peasedown.  The  total  cost  of  these  schemes  is  estimated 
to  be  £35, 150. 

BRIDGWATER.  No  major  works  were  completed  although  a 
scheme  for  the  re-sewering  of  Cannington  is  now  in  progress.  Under 
future  proposals  are  listed  the  provision  of  a  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
for  the  Palish  of  Chedzoy  and  the  enlargement  and  reconstruction  of 
works  at  North  Petherton  and  Cannington. 

CHARD.  The  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  for  the 
Seavingtons,  Hinton  St.  George  and  Lopen  was  virtually  completed  at 
the  end  of  the  year  and  it  was  anticipated  that  the  works  would  be  in 
full  operation  by  the  end  of  February  (£72,000).  With  regard  to  the 
Broadway  and  Horton  Scheme,  all  sewers  have  been  laid  and  good 
progress  is  being  made  on  the  construction  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 
It  is  expected  that  the  scheme  will  be  completed  by  March,  1963 
(£49,996).  Again  very  good  progress  is  being  made  in  connection  with 
the  Donyatt  Scheme  where  practically  all  sewers  have  been  laid.  The 
Disposal  Works  are  likely  to  be  completed  by  July,  1963  (£14,600). 
Future  proposals  are  concerned  with  the  Parishes  of  Merriott  and 
Misterton,  where  modernisation  of.  the  works  is  most  desirable,  and 
Tat  worth,  where  authority  from  the  Ministry  to  proceed  with  this  scheme 
has  been  delayed  for  further  investigations  into  the  problem  of  infiltra¬ 
tion  water.  The  scheme  provides  for  the  complete  modernisation  of  the 
existing  works  and  for  the  construction  of  a  6"  sewer  to  supply  the 
Chard  Junction  area  (£25,000).  In  addition  schemes  aie  in  course  of 
preparation  for  Dowlish  Wake,  Ilton,  Stocklinch  and  Ashill. 

CLUTTON.  The  Chew  Magna  and  Bishop  Sutton  Scheme  has 
now  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  £250,000,  whilst  at  Timsbury  the 
Lippiatt  Lane  Scheme  is  still  in  progress  (£15,175).  Future  proposals 
in  order  of  priority  deal  with  the  Parishes  of  Chilcompton,  Stage  I  of  the 
major  scheme  (£66,726),  and  a  trunk  sewer  serving  Timsbury,  High 
Littleton  and  Hallatrow  (£190,000).  Schemes  are  also  proposed  for 
Chew  Stoke,  Farrington  Gurney,  Pensford,  Ston  Easton,  Cameley 
(Temple  Cloud  Village)  and  East  and  West  Harptree. 

DULVERTON.  Whilst  no  works  or  improvements  were  carried 
out  during  the  year,  the  Council  is  anxious  to  proceed  with  a  scheme 
for  Winsford  which  is  expected  to  cost  somewhere  in  the  region  of 
£30,000. 
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FROME.  The  Norton  St.  Philip  Scheme  has  now  been  completed 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  £58,200  and  that  for  Nunney  is  still  in  progress 
(£41,000).  In  the  coming  year  the  Council  is  anxious  to  proceed  with 
schemes  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  for  Wanstrow  and  Leigh-on- 
Mendip  which  together  will  cost  over  £53,000.  Plans  are  also  being 
drawn  up  for  the  provision  of  works  at  Upton  Noble  and  Paulkland. 

LANGPORT.  The  Langport  and  Huish  Episcopi  Sewerage 
Scheme,  estimated  cost  £178,730,  also  the  modernisation  of  works  at 
Kingsburj-^  Episcopi  (£27,624),  have  now  been  completed.  In  the  Coun¬ 
cil's  future  programme  Aller,  Pivehead,  Kingsdon  and  Pitney  are  to  be 
provided  with  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

LONG  ASHTON.  A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year  and  includes  the  following:  — 

Y atton  —  New  pumps  and  comminutor  have  been  provided 
at  the  Pumping  Station. 

Winford  —  Sewerage  facilities  to  Winford  and  Felton  con¬ 
necting  to  the  Clutton  Rural  District  Council’s 
sewer  at  Chew  Magna, 

Nailsea  —  Sewer  extensions  to  North  Street  and  St.  Mary’s 
Grove. 

(The  contract  sums  for  which  amount  to  £106,000). 

At  Long  Ashton  and  Dundry  the  Sewerage  Scheme  for  Bridgwater  Road 
and  Barrow  Common  Areas  is  still  in  progress.  The  contract  price  here 
is  shown  as  £27,067.  Under  future  proposals  and  falling  into  Priority 
Group  I  are  the  following:  — 


Place 

Scheme 

Estimated  Cost 

NAILSEA 

Surface  water  sewer  to  Whitesfield 
Road  (Back  Lane),  and  Kingshill 
areas.  Scheme  revised  and  awaiting 
Ministry  approval  . 

£26,000 

NORTH 

WESTON 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for 
Redcliffe  Bay  by  joint  scheme  with 
Portishead  Urban  District  Council. 
Redcliffe  Bay  portion  approved  by 
Ministry.  Tenders  being  invited 

£42,000 

YATTON 

Relief  sewer  to  relieve  surcharging 
of  the  Yatton  sewers.  Scheme  still 
before  the  Ministry  ... 

£20,000 
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Place 


Scheme 


Estimated  Cost 


NAEL.SEA  Stage  4  (South-eastern  area  towards 

Backwell)  of  the  Nailsea  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

Scheme  not  yet  before  Ministry  and 
under  consideration  in  conjunction 
with  the  Trunk  Sewer  Scheme  £91,000 


TRUNK  SEWER 
PROPOSALS 


NORTH 

WESTON 


Trunk  sewer  with  sea  outfall  in  the 
Clevedon  area,  to  serve  Backwell, 

Nailsea,  Tickenham,  Wraxall,  Flax 
Bourton,  Barrow  Gurney  and  Yatton. 

Proposals  under  survey  by  Consul¬ 
ting  Engineers  ...  ...  ...  Not  yet  available. 

Proposals  for  abandoning  the  North 
Weston  area  disposal  works  and 
pumping  flow  into  the  Portishead 
sewers.  In  course  of  preparation  Not  yet  available. 


LEIGH  WOODS  Sewerage  to  Leigh  Woods  area  with 

discharge  into  the  Bristol  sewers  £35,000 

WRAXALL  Sewerage  to  Sixty  Acres  area  using 

Tyntesfield  Sewage  Works  ...  £15,000 

ABBOTS  LEIGH  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  £45,000 


SHEPTON  MALLET.  Although  no  works  have  been  completed 
the  District  Council  is  continuing  with  the  reconstruction  of  the  Ever- 
creech  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  the  provision  of  a  short  sewer  ext-en- 
sion  to  the  "Bell  Inn"  area.  In  order  of  priority  the  Council  proposes  to 
deal  with  the  following  Parishes:  — 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  facilities  for  Holcombe,  £50,000, 
Pilton,  £45,400,  Ditcheat,  £36,050,  West  Cranmore,  £22,600  and  finally 
reconstruction  of  the  Disposal  Works  at  Oakhill  in  the  Parish  ofAshwick, 
£24,000. 

TAUNTON.  The  Trull  and  Pitminster  Sewerage  Scheme  has  now 
been  completed.  Works  envisaged  concern  the  Parishes  of  Church- 
stanton.  Hatch  Beauchamp,  West  Monkton,  Kingston  St.  Mary,  West 
Bagborough  and  Henlade. 


WELLINGTON.  In  order  to  avoid  flooding  at  Holywell  Lake, 
Wellington  Without  Parish,  a  storm  overflow  has  been  provided.  This 
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Authority  has  included  in  its  future  proposals  the  relaying  of  sewers 
at  Wiveliscombe  and  Milverton,  £10,000,  provision  of  new  sewers  and 
Disposal  Works  for  Bradford-on- Tone  and  district,  £100,000,  new  works 
and  sewers  at  Fitzhead,  £8,000,  and  works,  sewers  and  improvements 
in  the  Parishes  of  West  Buckland,  Sampford  Arundel,  Wellington  Without 
and  Oake. 

WELLS.  No  new  works  or  improvements  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  although  progress  is  being  made  in  connection  with  the  Sewer¬ 
age  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  for  Easton  and  Westbury.  The  major 
scheme  for  Rodney  Stoke  and  Draycott  which  has  already  received 
County  Council  approval  is  due  to  commence  early  in  1963.  Future 
proposals  will  deal  with  Butleigh  and  Baltonsborough,  also  St.  Cuthbert 
Out  and  Coxley. 

WILLITON.  The  Porlock  relief  and  storm  water  sewers  have  now 
been  provided  at  a  cost  of  £19,000.  The  major  scheme  for  Selworthy  and 
Luccombe  is  in  course  of  progress.  Consideration  is  to  be  given  to  the 
reconstruction  of  the  works  at  Stogursey  to  meet  increased  population, 
also  schemes  for  Sampford  Brett,  West  Quantoxhead,  Bicknoller, 
Stogumber,  Wootton  Courtenay,  Timberscombe,  Kilve  and  Holford. 

WINCANTON.  Work  is  now  in  progress  on  the  North  Cadbury 
Scheme  (£23,2  7  7).  With  regard  to  the  Charlton  Horethorne  Sewerage 
Scheme,  the  Council  is  now  awaiting  tenders  and  final  Ministry  approval 
(£34,000).  Proposals  are  well  advanced  for  sewer  extensions  and 
pumping  to  ttie  Wincanton  sewerage  system  which  is  now  at  the  survey 
and  d^^sign  stage.  Wcrks  and  sewers  are  also  proposed  for  Sutton 
Montis. 

YEOVIL.  A  joint  scheme  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  for 
the  Parishes  of  Martock,  Montacute  and  Stoke- sub-Ham  don  has  now  been 
completed.  Schemes  proposed  and  to  be  carried  out  in  the  following 
order  of  priority  cover  the  Parishes  of  Ash  and  Tintinhull,  £42,500, 
South  Petherton  (new  works),  £35,000,  improvements  to  the  existing 
works  at  Haselbury  Plucknett  and  Over  Stratton,  £850,  and  finally  com¬ 
plete  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  for  the  Parishes  of 
Barwick,  Marston  Magna  and  Rimpton,  Norton,  Chiselborough  and  West 
Chinnock  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  £95,000. 

Investigations  and/or  Inquiries  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  into  Rural  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Schemes  during  the  year  numbered  thirteen,  all  of  which  the 
County  Health  Inspector  attended  to  give  evidence  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council. 
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Schemes  approved  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage 
Acts,  1944-61,  during  the  year  were  as  follows:  — 


Rural  District 

Scheme 

Estimated  Cost 
(as  submitted) 

£  s.  d. 

Axbridge 

Brent  Knoll  —  Sewer  Extension 

1,277 

0 

0 

Axbridge 

Hutton  and  Banwell  Sewerage  Scheme  — 
Phase  I,  Hutton 

37,737 

0 

0 

Bathavon 

Bathford  Sewerage  —  Extension  of 
sewer  to  serve  Ashley  Road  and 

New  Road 

4,278 

0 

0 

Bathavon 

Peasedown  St.  John  —  Extension  of 
SewE^ge  Disposal  Works  ... 

3,213 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Cannington  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  (Stage  II) 

33,200 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Cannington  Sewerage  and  Sewage 

Disposal  Scheme  (Final  Instalment) 

21,000 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Cannington  Sewerage  and  Sewage 

Disposal  —  Development  at  Mill  Lane 

700 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Chedzoy  Sewerage  and  Sewage 

Disposal  Scheme  ... 

24,310 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

North  Newton  —  Proposed  New  Sewer 

1,166 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

Woolavington  Sewerage  Scheme 

(Provision  of  temporary  water  supply) 

750 

0 

0 

Chard 

Prospect  Place,  Seavington  St.  Mary  — 
Sewer  Extension  ... 

900 

0 

0 

Glutton 

Hallatrow,  High  Littleton  and  Timsbury 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ... 

190,000 

0 

0 

Shepton  Mallet 

Reconstruction  of  Oakhill  Sewage 
Disposal  Works 

22,150 

0 

0 

Shepton  Mallet 

Pilton  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Scheme  ••• 

45,400 

0 

0 

Shepton  Mallet 

West  Cranmore  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  ... 

22,600 

0 

0 

Taunton 

Amberd  Lane,  Trull  —  Extension  of 

Sewer 

2,000 

0 

0 

Wellington 

Bradford-on-Tone  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  ... 

100,300 

0 

0 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Rural  District 

Scheme 

Estimated  Cost 
(as  submitted) 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Wellington 

Milverton  —  Relaying  of  Sewers 

10,400 

0 

0 

Wellington 

Holywell  Lake,  Wellington  Without  — 
Proposed  Storm  Water  Sewer 

2,250 

0 

0 

Wincanton 

Charlton  Horethome  Sewerage  and 

Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 

33,650 

0 

0 

Yeovil 

Ash  and  Tintinhull  Sewerage  and 

Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 

42, 500 

0 

0 

Yeovil 

South  Petherton  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

35,000 

0 

0 

£634,781 

0 

0 
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Schemes  approved  prior  to  1962  but  costs  and/or  proposals 
revised  and  re-submitted:  — 


Rural  District 

Scheme 

Revised  Cost 
£  s.  d. 

Axb  ridge 

Wedmore  Sewerage  and  Sewage 

Disposal  Scheme  ... 

48,649 

0 

0 

Bathavon 

Peasedown  St.  John  —  Lower  Peasedown 
Sewer  Extensions 

5,558 

0 

0 

Chard 

Donyatt  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

28,300 

0 

0 

Long  Ashton 

Winford  Terrace,  Barrow  Common  and 
Dundry  Sewerage  Scheme 

31,500 

0 

0 

Taunton 

Churchstanton  —  Churchinford  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal 

22,950 

0 

0 

Wells 

Draycott  and  Rodney  Stoke  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 

71,250 

0 

0 

Wells 

Westbury-sub-Mendip  and  Easton 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ... 

88,333 

0 

0 

Williton 

Selworthy  and  Luccombe  Sewerage 

S  c  b  em  e  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

47,500 

0 

0 

Wincanton 

North  Cadbury  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  ... 

23,700 

0 

0 

£367,740 

0 

0 
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HOUSING 

In  August  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  issued 
a  Circular  wherein  it  was  stated  that  the  Minister  “wants  to  see  —  and 
is  sure  that  most  Local  Authorities  want  to  see  -  a  very  big  increase  in 
the  number  of  houses  being  improved”.  The  Minister  believes  that  this 
might  well  be  achieved  if  all  Authorities  made  a  determined  and  sus¬ 
tained  effort. 

It  is  a  fact  that  numbers  of  landlords,  tenants  and  owner/ 
occupiers  are  still  unaware  of  the  facilities  offered  for  improving  sub¬ 
standard  dwellings  and  the  grants  available  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
What  can  be  done  to  publicise  these  benefits?  The  Minister  has  sugges¬ 
ted  that  apart  from  organising  further  Improvement  Grant  Demonstrations 
and  "Better  Homes  Week”  Exhibitions,  Authorities  must  be  prepared  to 
do  a  street  by  street  -canvass.  Obviously  this  should  be  commenced  in 
those  areas  containing  properties  good  for  say  another  twenty  to  thirty 
years,  of  the  Victorian  era  for  example  but  without  hot  water  systems, 
bathrooms  and  indoor  sanitation.  Most  of  these  properties  have  five  or 
six  rooms  and  are  easily  improved.  This  by  way  of  a  start  and  although 
a  great  deal  of  hard  work  would  be  involved,  may  well  prove  the  means 
to  publicising  the  benefits  available.  It  would,  of  course,  require  the 
co-operation  of  those  people  participating  and  who  would  be  prepared  to 
offer  their  homes  for  "viewing”.  One  Authority  has  already  commenced 
a  survey  in  selected  areas  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Ministry. 

The  Norton  Radstock  Urban  District  Council  reports  that  the 
National  Coal  Board  has  applied  Standard  Grants  to  some  of  its 
properties,  but  the  standard  of  accommodation  and  surroundings  in  some 
is  still  poor  despite  the  provision  of  the  five  amenities.  Although 
Ministry  circulars  stress  the  need  for  tackling  the  improvement  of  houses 
in  areas  or  streets,  this  policy  is  not  applied  because  only  houses 
occupied  by  their  own  employees  are  being  dealt  with  in  the  first 
instance.  Consequently  the  situation  arises  af  terraces  of  dwellings 
“peppered”  with  improved  houses  while  leaving  adjoining  properties 
dilapidated  to  the  extent  that  clearance  is  the  practical  solution  —  such 
action  will  be  an  embarrassment  to  the  Council  by  reason  of  the  im¬ 
proved  properties  with  a  life  of  fifteen  years. 
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As  wil]  be  seen  from  Table  A  below,  whilst  there  has  been  a 
slight  increase  in  applications  approved  for  Standard  Grants,  those  for 
Discretionary  are  lower. 


TABLE  A 


Applications 

Received 

Approved 

Boroughs 
&,  Urbans 

Rurals 

Boroughs 
&  Urbans 

Rurals 

1961 

1962 

1961 

1962 

1961 

1962 

1961 

1962 

Discretionary 

224 

176 

479 

420 

177 

137 

469 

404 

Standard 

324 

371 

489 

516 

304 

371 

478 

516 

Totals 

548 

547 

968 

936 

481 

508 

947 

920 

From  information  provided  it  would  seem  that  of  the  1,428 
applications  approved  during  the  year,  861  were  from  owner/occupiers. 

The  position  in  the  County  with  regard  to  Clearance  Areas,  unfit 
properties  etc.,  at  the  end  of  1962  is  as  follows:  — 
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TABLE  B 


Action  during  year 

Rent  Act,  1957 
(1st  Schedule) 

Number 

of 

houses 
demol¬ 
ished  or 
closed 
under 
Section 
42  of 
the 

Housing 

Act, 

1957 

(Clear¬ 

ance 

Areas) 

Number  of  houses 
demolished  or 
closed 

Number 

of 

tempor- 

ary 

dwell¬ 
ings, 
huts  etc. 
demol¬ 
ished 

Number 

of 

houses 
declared 
unfit 
under 
Section 
9  of  the 
Housing 
Act, 
1957 
(capable 
of 

repair) 

Number 

of 

unfit 

houses 

occu¬ 

pied 

under 

licence 

Number 

of 

houses 

made 

fit 

during 

year 

Certificate  of 
Disrepair 

Number 

of 

appli¬ 

cations 

received 

Number 

of 

Certifi¬ 

cates 

issued 

under 
Section 
17  of 
the 

Housing 

Act, 

1957 

(indivi¬ 

dual 

unfits) 

for 

other 

purposes 

(Road 

Improve¬ 

ments 

etc.) 

Boroughs 
fit  Urbans 

74 

191 

32 

11 

1 

564 

7 

2 

Rurals 

112 

236 

9 

4 

665 

• 

3 

610 

2 

1 

Totals 

186 

427 

41 

4 

676 

4 

1,174 

9 

3 

With  regard  to  applicants  for  Council  houses,  the  situation 
shows  no  improvement.  In  1961  there  were  9,427  applications  —  the 
figure  as  at  31st  December,  1962,  is  10,545  of  whom  3,638  are  con¬ 
sidered  urgent  bona  fide  cases.  In  many  cases  re-housing  of  families 
from  unfit  dwellings,  and  indeed  in  other  cases  of  urgent  need,  is 
dependent  upon  “casual  vacancies”. 

Houses  erected  during  the  year  with  comparable  figures  for  1961 
in  brackets  were  as  follows:  — 

Local  Authority  —  992  (1,072) 

Private  Enterprise  —  2,879  (2,549) 

The  Ministry  is  very  much  alive,  not  only  to  the  housing  short¬ 
age,  but  also  to  the  very  squalid  conditions  under  which  many  families 
are  living.  It  is  particularly  concerned  with  those  dwellings  in 
“multiple  occupation”  and  in  a  Circular  issued  in  April,  1962,  drew  the 
attention  of  Local  Authorities  to  their  powers  in  connection  with  such 
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accommodation  under  the  Housing  Act,  1961  (Part  II).  Fortunately  in 
Somerset  this  is  not  a  major  problem  but  the  increase  in  applications 
and  reduction  in  house  building  are  disturbing. 

HOUSING  OLD  PEOPLE  (OLD  PEOPLE’S  DWELLINGS). 
Although  a  further  216  dwellings  were  provided  for  elderly  folk  during 
1962,  the  number  of  applicants  shows  no  change,  viz.  1,892.  In  1959 
the  County  Council  agreed  to  give  every  assistance  and  encouragement 
to  Local  Authorities  to  proceed  with  housing  schemes  for  this  category 
of  applicant.  To  this  end  a  system  of  grant  aid  was  introduced  and 
all  but  six  Authorities  are  now  receiving  assistance  from  the  County 
Council,  although  it  is  understood  that  two  Authorities  are  in  course  of 
preparing  plans  for  providing  accommodation  with  Welfare  Services.  The 
following  Table  gives  an  indication  of  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


TABLE  C 


Number  of  Applicants 
for  Old  People’s 
Dwellings  at 

Number  erected 

Number  of  Dwellings 
in  course  of 
Erection 

31.12.61 

31.12.62 

To 

31.12.61 

To 

31.12.62 

1961 

1962 

Boroughs 
&  Urbans 

1,200 

1,091 

664 

743 

148 

249 

Rurals 

692 

801 

559 

696 

168 

180 

Totals 

1,892 

1,892 

1,223 

1,439 

316 

429 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Conversions  from  pail  and  other  types  of  closet  to  a  water 
carriage  system  numbered  575.  This  is  again  above  the  yearly  average 
and  indeed  may  well  be  higher  as  three  Authorities  do  not  maintain 
records  of  such  conversions. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

Very  few  Authorities  provide  a  service  for  the  emptying  of  cess¬ 
pools.  Where  it  is  provided,  however,  the  charge  levied  is  either  based 
on  the  load,  size  of  cesspool  or  on  an  hourly  basis.  In  one  case  cess¬ 
pools  are  emptied  free  of  charge  but  should  additional  visits  be  required 
then  a  small  charge  is  made. 

SCHOOL  SANITATION 

An  appreciable  amount  of  work  has  been  completed  under  the 
1961/63  Sanitary  Improvement  Programme  by  way  of  modernisation, 
repairs  to  existing  structures  and  the  provision  of  a  hot  water  supply  at 
a  number  of  schools  previously  without  this  amenity. 

A  major  works  scheme  for  the  provision  of  modern  sanitation  at 
Chilcompton  V.C.  School  should  start  in  1963.  Other  major  works 
schem.es  for  the  provision  of  mains  water  supplies  are  to  be  undertaken 
for  Brompton  Ralph  County  and  Kingston  St.  Mary  V.C.  Schools. 

Seven  schools  previously  relying  upon  septic  tank  drainage  have 
now  been  connected  to  main  sewers  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a  further 
three  will  be  connected  before  the  end  of  1963. 

At  Shoscombe  V.A.  School  a  major  conversion  scheme  has  been 
completed  which  does  great  credit  to  the  Diocesan  Authority.  A  modern 
sanitary  block  combined  with  cloakroom  has  been  constructed  which 
provides  accommodation  comparable  to  the  cloakrooms  in  new  schools. 

With  the  limited  funds  available  for  improvement  and  conversion 
schemes,  it  will  be  appreciated  that,  after  meeting  the  cost  of  conver¬ 
sion  schemes  and  the  provision  of  mains  water  and  sewer  connections, 
there  will  be  very  little  money  available  for  other  works  of  a  minor 
nature. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE 


Removed  by 

Number  of 

Direct  Labour 

Contract 

Vehicles  Employed 

Boroughs  and  Urbans 

20 

- 

42 

Rurals 

11 

5 

37 

TRADE  WASTE 

Schemes  for  the  collection  of  trade  waste  are  operated  by  the 
majority  of  borough  and  urban  authorities.  In  the  rural  areas,  however, 
only  three  authorities*  are  known  to  operate  a  service. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


Boroughs  and  Urbans 

Rurals 

Controlled  tipping 

21 

9 

Semi-controlled  tipping 

1 

9 

Uncontrolled  tips 

4 

7 

Incineration  method 

4 

2 

PREVENTION  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

Rodent  operators,  either  on  a  full  or  part-time  basis,  are  em¬ 
ployed  by  every  Local  Authority  except  one.  Most  are  well  pleased  with 
the  service  provided  and  several  of  the  Districts  have  schemes  operating 
on  a  contract  basis  covering  both  business  and  farm  premises. 


76 


CAMPING  SITES 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OP  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960 


Permanent 

Seasonal 

Boroughs 
&  Urbans 

Rural  s 

Boroughs 
&  Urbans 

Rural  s 

Number  of  single  caravans  licensed 

27 

321 

2 

9 

Number  of  site  licences  issued  in 
respect  of  more  than  one  caravan 

29 

100 

24 

73 

Estimated  maximum  number  of 
occupants  resident  during  year 

3,216 

3,778 

1,930 

16,000 

Number  of  sites  closed  as  a  result 
of  above  Act 

5 

7 

- 

4 

In  the  Bathavon  Rural  District  three  sites  are  subject  to  “run 
down”  and  will  be  closed  within  four  years.  The  same  procedure  is 
being  adopted  in  Keynsham  where  three  sites  are  affected. 

There  would  appear  to  be  general  satisfaction  with  the  manner 
in  which  site  owners  are  conforming  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
Obviously  there  have  been  some  difficulties  but  in  the  main  these  have 
been  confined  to  individual  licensed  caravans. 

A  noticeable  improvement  has  been  made  on  some  of  the  sites 
and  the  amenities  provided  are  much  appreciated  by  caravan  dwellers. 

LAY-BYS  -  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

Once  again  our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  condition  of 
various  lay-bys  in  the  County  and  the  general  lack  of  sanitary  conveni¬ 
ences  for  travellers.  This  matter  has  received  quite  a  lot  of  pub¬ 
licity  in  the  past  but  to  date  it  remains  a  problem  which  has  not  been 
resolved,  although  it  is  still  receiving  the  close  attention  of  the  various 
authorities  concerned. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  pools  in  the  County,  types 
of  water  used,  treatment  and  sample  results.  With  regard  to  pools  in¬ 
stalled  at  County  Schools,  it  is  ten  years  ago  since  the  first  voluntary 
effort  swimming  pool  was  constructed,  this  being  at  Huish  Episcopi 
Secondary  School.  More  ambitious  projects  have  since  been  embarked 
upon  and  in  addition  to  those  shown  in  the  Table  many  more  are  either 
at  the  drawing  board  stage  or  under  construction. 

In  the  past  these  projects  were  but  a  novel  aspect  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment's  work.  Now  they  demand  considerably  more  time  because  although 
the  swimming  season  is  short,  construction,  planning  and  design  of  new 
pools  continues  throughout  the  year. 

Experience  gained  in  the  operation  of  some  of  the  pools  con¬ 
structed  in  the  earlier  years  has  led  to  changes  in  functional  design  and 
water  purification  equipment  of  present  day  pools.  The  Education  and 
Architect’s  Departments  have  co-operated  with  us  in  considering  these 
aspects  which  has  resulted  in  a  handbook  being  prepared  embodying  the 
various  recommendations  for  satisfactory  design  and  adequate  main¬ 
tenance  of  future  pools.  The  handbook  is  to  be  published  early  in  1963. 

At  the  older  pools  improvements  were  necessary,  one  particular 
problem  being  that  of  the  control  of  algal  growth.  To  some  extent  this 
has  been  overcome  by  the  use  of  self-coloured  plastic  liners  fixed  to  the 
walls  of  pools  in  place  of  frequent  repainting.  In  addition  the  use  of  an 
algicide  non-toxic  to  the  bather  and  mildly  sterilant  for  the  treatment  of 
the  water  was  found  satisfactory.  It  is  the  practice,  and  has  been  now 
for  some  years,  for  all  schools  to  submit  to  the  Department  a  weekly 
return  of  daily  chlorine  residual  and  pH  readings  which  act  as  a  most 
useful  guide  to  treatment  carried  out  and  as  an  aid  to  supervision. 
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Number  of  Baths 

Water  U  sed 

Treatment 

Fill  and 
Empty 
Pools 

Samples 

Taken 

Local  Authority 

Private  Enterprise 

Schools 

Main 

Sea 

Other 

Recirculation 

Filtration 

Chlor¬ 

ination 

Chlor¬ 

ination 

Bacteriological 

Residual 

Somerset 

County  Council 

Other 

Automatic 

Hand 

Automatic 

Hand 

Less  than  0.2 

0.2  to  0.5 

More  than  0.5 

Boroughs 

&  Urbans 

15 

4 

16 

9 

38 

6 

— 

24 

24 

24 

1 

3 

16 

138 

172 

600 

230 

Rural  s 

- 

10 

15 

12 

24 

- 

13 

16 

17 

15 

1 

3 

17 

7 

117 

625 

161 
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SUPERVISION  OVER  THE  FOOD  SUPPLY 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

A  careful  scrutiny  of  Table  ‘B’  once  again  illustrates  the  remar¬ 
kable  improvement  in  animal  health  which  has  taken  place  since  the 
introduction  of  the  compulsory  Attested  Herd  Scheme  some  five  years 
ago.  For  example  in  1959  the  figures  relating  to  tuberculosis  in  cattle 
and  calves  were  236  whole  carcases  condemned  and  1,546  carcases  of 
which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned.  The  figures  in  the  Table 
indicate  only  too  clearly  how  effective  the  scheme  has  been. 

THE  SLAUGHTER  OP  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY) 
REGULATIONS  (APPOINTED  DAY  -  NO.  3)  ORDER,  1962.  These 
Regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1962,  and  merely 
specified  the  date  on  which  certain  provisions  contained  in  the  1958 
Regulations  should  come  into  operation  in  specified  Local  Authority 
areas.  So  far  as  Somerset  is  concerned,  Dulverton  Rural  is  the  only 
district  affected  to  date. 

THE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  (HYGIENE)  REGULATIONS 
(APPOINTED  DAY  -  NO.  3)’ORDER,  1962.  Similarly  these  Regulations 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October  and  again  affected  only  one 
Local  Authority,  namely  Dulverton. 

Two  further  Orders  made  on  the  7th  December  and  operative  on 
the  1st  January,  1963,  concern  Glastonbury  Borough  and  Wells  City, 
also  Prome  Urban  and  Wells  Rural.  All  Local  Authorities  will  enforce 
the  above  Regulations  in  due  course. 

Details  concerning  Slaughterhouses,  Bacon  Factories  and 
Knackers  Yards  in  the  County,  also  the  number  of  animals  inspected  etc., 
are  set  out  in  the  following  Tables:— 


TABLE  ‘A’ 


Slaughterhouses/ Abattoirs 
in  operation  owned  or 
leased  by 

Local  Authorities 

Private 

Slaughterhouses 

Bacon 

F  actories 

Knackers 

Yards 

Licensed 

Operating 

Boroughs 
&  Urbans 

3 

17 

17 

2 

1 

Rurals 

- 

55 

56 

1 

6 

3 

72 

73* 

3 

7 

*  One  owner  is  in  course  of  erecting  a  new  slaughterhouse  and  in  view  of  this 
the  Local  Authority  have  not  issued  a  licence  in  respect  of  the  temporary 
premises. 
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TABLE  ‘B' 


Cattle 

Sheep 

and 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Total 

Cows 

Lambs 

(1) 

(2) 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 
(a)  Whole  carcases 

63,988 

60,894 

229,002 

202,758 

556,642 

condemned  ... 

434 

442 

518 

744 

2,138 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned  ... 

15,678 

748 

6,974 

15,826 

39,226 

(3) 

Tuberculosis  only 
(a)  Whole  carcases 

condemned  ... 

13 

2 

— 

10 

25 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned  ... 

348 

6,623 

6,971 

(4) 

Cysticercosis 

(a)  Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned  ... 

310 

310 

(b)  Carcases  sub- 

mitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by 
refrigeration 

297 

297 

(c)  Generalised 

and/or  totally 
condemned  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  amounted 
to  482,866  lbs.  This  is  not  a  complete  figure  for  the  County  as  two 
Authorities  were  unable  to  provide  this  information.  59,839  lbs.  or 
12,3  per  cent  was  affected  with  tuberculosis. 
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TABLE  'C' 


MEAT  CONDEMNED  _ 
—  in  lbs.  — 

1962 

Cattle 

and 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

14,452 

157 

— 

45,230 

59,839 

Cycticercosis 

Other 

11,316 

272,132 

20,497 

27,548 

91,534 

11,316 

411,711 

Totals 

297,900 

20,654 

27,548 

136,764 

482,866 

DESIGNATED  MILK  (RAW) 


MILK  PRODUCERS  AND  PRODUCER-RETAILERS.  The  follow¬ 
ing  details  have  been  provided  by  the  Divisional  Executive  Officer  of 
the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 


As  at 

31st  December,  1962 

Number  of  Registered  Producers  in  County 

6,030 

Number  licensed  to  produce  "Tuberculin 
Tested"  milk 

5,639 

(*  5,614  operative) 

Number  of  Producer-Retailers  of  "Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested”  milk 

294 

Licences  revoked  over  past  twelve  months 

21 

Producers'  Licences  under  suspension  as 
at  31st  December,  1962 

*  25 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS,  I960 

It  is  almost  two  years  since  these  Regulations  were  first  intro¬ 
duced  and  during  that  time  there  has  been  quite  a  change  in  the  dairy 
industry.  For  example  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  general  stores  and  the  like  which  are  licensed  to  sell  milk. 
246  licences  have  been  issued  in  respect  of  such  premises.  In  the 
main  they  are  equipped  with  refrigerated  storage,  either  by  way  of  dis¬ 
play  cabinets  or  a  small  cold  store.  The  service  provided  is  very  popular 
especially  to  those  people  who  are  at  work  all  day  and  do  not  wish  milk 
bottles  to  be  1  eft  on  their  doorsteps  for  long  periods. 
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Complaints  received  during  the  ye^r  were  very  few  indeed  but 
to  some  extent  the  weather  during  the  summer  months  was  favourable  to 
the  milk  trade.  On  only  two  occasions  were  samples  not  subjected  to 
the  keeping  quality  test  as  the  temperature  in  the  testing  laboratory  ex¬ 
ceeded  70°F  —  "a  poor  commentary  on  the  summer  of  1962”. 

The  sampling  and  inspection  of  dairies  was  continued  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  very  few  dairies  caused  trouble  although  in  one  instance 
a  processor  surrendered  his  pasteurising  licence  due  to  difficulties  he 
was  experiencing  in  operating  his  dairy.  Most  of  the  failing  samples, 
see  Table  (B),  occurred  at  those  premises  operated  by  small  dairymen 
handling  and  bottling  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  but  sales  from  this 
source  represent  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  total  quantity  retailed. 
For  a  rural  County  the  distribution  and  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk  is 
quite  ranarkable  —  most  of  the  remote  hamlets  on  Exmoor  can  now 
obtain  supplies. 

EMPTY  CLEANSED  BOTTLES 

For  some  years  past  a  service  covering  the  examination  of  empty 
cleansed  bottles  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  has  been  provided. 
This  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the  standard  of  bottle 
obtained  has  been  generally  satisfactory.  The  number  of  complaints  of 
chipped  and  otherwise  dirty  bottles  has  been  very  few  indeed. 

Many  new  types  of  cartons  and  plastic  containers  have  been 
introduced  to  the  food  trade  in  recent  years  but  so  far  as  the  dairy  in¬ 
dustry  is  concerned  there  has  been  no  significant  change-over  from  the 
use  of  glass  bottles  —  primarily  on  economic  grounds.  When  the  cost¬ 
ings  are  such  that  non-returnable  containers  are  more  economic  in  use 
than  glass  it  is  possible  that  changes  will  be  made. 

Sales  of  carton’d  milk  are  in  general  confined  to  those  sold 
from  milk  vending  machines  of  which  there  are  now  22  operating  in 
Somerset.  Several  of  these  are  located  in  coastal  areas  and  are  norm¬ 
ally  closed  down  during  the  winter  months. 

Details  of  samples  taken  from  licensed  pasteurising  plants 
and  the  one  plant  licensed  to  sterilise  milk  are  set  out  in  Table  (A). 
A  breakdown  of  failing  samples  is  also  shown. 

Dealers  licensed  under  the  above  Regulatioqs  fall  into  four 
categories  and  these  together  with  the  number  of  licences  issued  are 
as  follows:— 
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Dealer’s  (Steriliser’s)  Licences  —  1 

Deal er’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  Licences  —  17 

Deal  er’s  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Licences  —  62 
Deal  er’s  (Pre-packed  Milk)  Licences  —  505 


All  licences  were  operative  31st  December,  1962. 

Table  (B)  provides  the  necessary  detail  concerning  samples  col¬ 
lected  from  these  Dealers  and  a  classification  of  failing  samples.  Table 
(C)  provides  a  summary  of  all  samples  taken  from  licensed  premises 
during  1962. 


TABLE  (A) 

Licensed  Pasteurising  Plant  Samples 


Number  of 
samples  taken 

Number 

satisfactory 

Percentage 

unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised 

Bulk 

30 

30 

— 

Bottled 

540 

526 

2.6 

570 

556 

2.4 

Sterilised 

24 

24 

- 

Pasteurised 

(1)  Number  failing  Phosphatase  test 

8 

(2)  Number  failin  g  Methylene  Blue  test 

6 

(3)  Number  failing  both  tests  (1)  and  (2) 

— 

TABLE  (B) 

Licensed  Dealers’  Samples 


Number  of 
samples  taken 

Number 

satisfactory 

Percentage 

unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised 

1,329 

1,270 

4.4 

Sterilised 

44 

44 

- 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1,645 

1,490 

9.4 

3,018 

2,804 

7.1 
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Pasteurised 

(1)  Number  failing  Phosphatase  test 

5 

(2)  Number  failing  Methylene  Blue  test 

51 

(3)  Number  failing  both  tests  (1)  and  (2) 

3 

TABLE  (C) 


Licensed  Pasteurising  Plants  and  Dealers’  Samples 
(Tables  (A)  &  (B)) 


Number  of 
sample  s  taken 

Number 

satisfactory 

Percentage 

unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised 

1,899 

1,826 

3.8 

Sterilised 

68 

68 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1,645 

1,490 

9.4 

3,612 

3,384 

6.3 

Pasteurised 

(1)  Number  failing  Phosphatase  test 

13 

(2)  Number  failing  Methylene  Blue  test 

57 

(3)  Number  failing  both  tests  (1)  and  (2) 

3 

ANIMAL  HEALTH 

The  following  details  have  been  obtained  from  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood. 
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As  at  31. 1?.62 

(1)  Approximate  number  of  Attested  cattle  in  Counry 

355,000 

(2)  Number  of  herds  Attested  and  for  which 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  Licences  have  been  granted 

5,442 

*  (3)  Number  of  herds  Attested  only 

2,634 

*  NOTE:  Of  this  last  figure  approximately  894  are  "Beer’  or 
store  rearing  herds. 

HOSPITAL  FARMS 

Samples  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  from  the  one  remaining  hospital  farm  in  the  County 
numbered  23. 


MILK-IN-SCHOOLS  SCHEME 

Once  again  it  is  most  pleasing  to  report  that  complaints  received 
during  the  year  concerning  the  keeping  quality  of  milk  provided  under 
the  above  Scheme  have  been  very  few  indeed  but  as  mentioned  else¬ 
where  in  this  Report  this  can  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  very  poor 
summer  and  comparatively  low  temperatures.  As  in  previous  years  this 
Scheme  is  functioning  satisfactorily  and  as  will  be  observed  from  the 
following  Table  not  only  are  schools  covered  by  the  routine  sampling 
procedure,  but  all  County  Council  establishments  where  milk  is  supplied. 
In  addition  to  the  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  the 
County  Analyst  has  also  examined  428  routine  samples  for  fats  and 
solids-not-fat.  In  one  case  the  presumptive  standard  of  3.0  per  cent, 
fat  was  not  reached,  six  samples  were  below  8.5  per  cent,  solids-not- 
fat  and  one  sample  failed  both  tests.  In  addition  four  samples  were 
collected  from  two  schools  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  because 
of  complaints  of  the  milk  supplied  being  very  watery.  The  samples  con¬ 
cerned  failed  both  the  fats  and  solids-not-fat  tests  due  to  added  water. 
Proceedings  were  instituted  and  the  firm,  pleading  guilty,  was  fined  a 
sum  of  £10  for  the  sale  of  milk  containing  added  water. 
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SAMPLING  OF  MILK  SUPPLIES  TO  SCHOOLS  AND  OTHER  COUNTY 

COUNCIL  ESTABLISHMENTS 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  -  SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  1962 


Pasteurised 

T.T. 

To  tal 

Sat> 

Uns« 

Sat> 

Unso 

Sclioo  Is  •••  •••  ••• 

509 

11 

39 

3 

562 

School  Kitchens 

85 

4 

- 

- 

89 

Self-contained  Canteens 

205 

20 

1 

- 

226 

Residential  Nurseries, 

Day  Nurseries  and 

Children’s  Homes 

71 

7 

24 

_ 

102 

Mental  Health  Training 

Centres  •••  •’* 

22 

1 

— 

— 

23 

County  Council  Homes  and 
Institutions 

70 

6 

18 

3 

97 

TOTALS 

962 

49 

82 

6 

1,099 

ICE-CREAM 

The  following  Table  has  been  completed  from  the  results  of  samples 
collected  by  Local  Authorities, 

SAMPLES  TAKEN 


Boroughs 

Sii  Urbans 

Rurals 

Total 

Number 

%  Sat. 

Number 

%  Sat. 

Number 

%  Sat. 

Hot  Mix 

452 

90.0 

22 

100.0 

474 

90.5 

Cold  Mix 

46 

80.4 

- 

- 

46 

80.4 

TOTALS 

498 

89.1 

22 

100.0 

520 

89^6 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 


PORTISHEAD  URBAN 

The  Consultative  Committee  consisting  of  representatives  of 
the  Urban  District  Council  and  Messrs.  Albright  &  Wilson,  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  complaints,  continues  to  function  satisfactorily. 
Liaison  is  also  being  maintained  with  the  Central  Electricity  Board 
concerning  its  two  power  stations  in  the  district. 

GENERAL 

Quite  a  number  of  Authorities  have  taken  an  active  interest  in 
smoke  abatement  and  it  is  known  that  air  pollution  measurement  appara¬ 
tus  for  recording  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  ijs  now  being  purchased. 


Registrar-General’s  Totals.  Somerset  1953— -1962 
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(c)  Over  4  lbs.  6  ozs.  to  4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

(d)  Over  4  lbs.  15  ozs.  to  5  lbs.  8  ozs. 
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TABLE  4  CAUSES  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  the  year  1962 


Net  death 

whether 

s  at  the 

occurrir 

subjo 

witl 

ined  < 

lin  qr 

3ges  ol 

withou 

“Resi 

t  the  D 

dents'* 

istrict 

Causes  of  Death 

All  Ages 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under 

5  years 

5  and  under 

15  years 

15  and  under 

25  years  ' 

25  and  under 

45  years 

45  and  under 

65  years 

6  5  and  under 

75  years 

75  and  upwards 

_ 1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

22 

2 

11 

8 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

Whooping  Cough  ,,, 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

16 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

159 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

4 

37 

51 

67 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

237 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

6 

116 

90 

25 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

115 

— 

— 

— 

9 

45 

33 

28 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

45 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

7 

15 

14 

9 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

587 

1 

5 

4 

29 

160 

182 

206 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

31 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

6 

9 

4 

DlSbCtCSae  •••  ••• 

51 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

9 

14 

25 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1032 

— 

— 

— 

1 

13 

144 

286 

588 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

1166 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

245 

418 

486 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

141 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20 

44 

76 

Other  heart  disease 

870 

— 

— 

— 

12 

46 

138 

674 

Other  circulatory  disease 

350 

— 

1 

3 

5 

43 

76 

222 

Influenza 

46 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

4 

9 

27 

Pneumonia  ,,,  ,,, 

292 

13 

4 

2 

1 

4 

29 

53 

186 

Bronchitis 

265 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

51 

81 

129 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

82 

- 

4 

— 

2 

2 

16 

21 

37 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

45 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

4 

17 

23 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

31 

3 

2 

— 

2 

_ 

7 

6 

11 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

44 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

12 

10 

16 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

40 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

3 

9 

28 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  abortion 

3 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

3 

_ 

_ 

Congenital  malformations 

59 

36 

4 

3 

3 

3 

4 

5 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  ...  ... 

545 

90 

8 

4 

2 

7 

77 

73 

284 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

78 

— 

1 

5 

22 

23 

13 

9 

5 

All  other  accidents 

113 

6 

1 

— 

12 

15 

21 

12 

46 

Suicide  ••  •  •••  •••  ••• 

SO 

— 

— 

3 

9 

22 

12 

4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

2 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

All  Causes 

6529 

151 

30 

26 

63 

188 

1170 

1688 

3213 
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rABLE  5  CAUSES  of  death  at  all  ages  in  each  district  during  the  year  1962 

 URBAN  DISTRICTS 


of  Death 

Bridgwater 

Burnham 

Chard 

Clevedon 

Crewkeme 

1 F  rom  e 

Glastonbury 

1  Ilminst>er 

1 _ _ _ 

1 

1  Key  n  sham 

1 - 

Minehead 

u 

0 

tfi 

•0 

(0 

it 

1 

c 

0 

t 

0 

z 

[ - 

1  Portishead 

1 - 

Shepton  Mallet 

1 

1  Street 

1 

TaurUon 

Wat  Chet 

Wellington 

Wells 

Westo  n-  super- 

Mare 

> 

0 

•u 

1  TOTAL 
l(Urban  Districts) 

s,  respiratory 

3 

1 

1  1 

5 

10 

t  3,  other 

1 

1 

2 

i  -sease 

1 

2 

3 

,  ugh 

al  infections 

t  nyelitis  ... 

ifc  -ve  and  para- 

es  •• 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

nplasm. 

H:  •• •  • •  • 

7 

3 

4 

2 

2 

5 

2 

— 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

10 

— 

3 

— 

23 

10 

80 

inj  pplasm. 

rci  uis  •• 

13 

2 

4 

11 

4 

6 

1 

— 

2 

6 

6 

2 

2 

3 

20 

— 

1 

1 

19 

10 

113 

m  Dpi  asm. 

•  •• 

6 

2 

3 

5 

1 

6 

1 

— 

- 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

2 

2 

1 1 

4 

60 

ni  Dplasm, 

•  •• 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

2 

— 

— 

- 

— 

3 

— 

— 

- 

7 

3 

24 

ai  ant  and 

itii  oplasms 

29 

9 

5 

24 

5 

20 

10 

4 

6 

12 

16 

4 

7 

7 

31 

1 

7 

10 

62 

26 

295 

mr  lleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

5 

1 

14 

‘S'  ... 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

2 

— 

1 

- 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

7 

3 

29 

ari*  K)ns  of 

8  ’vem  •«. 

35 

28 

9 

32 

8 

26 

11 

7 

24 

25 

25 

12 

15 

10 

70 

6 

14 

21 

104 

63 

545 

ry  <  ase,  angina 

43 

23 

11 

41 

13 

30 

14 

3 

37 

34 

29 

16 

12 

12 

81 

5 

24 

19 

136 

49 

632 

■ns  with  heart 

e 

12 

5 

2 

4 

— 

6 

— 

1 

2 

7 

5 

4 

1 

2 

14 

1 

2 

1 

11 

4 

84 

esi  >  sease  ... 

43 

12 

15 

22 

6 

32 

5 

4 

14 

19 

11 

4 

22 

9 

45 

6 

13 

13 

90 

36 

421 

ire  locy  disease 

14 

16 

5 

8 

— 

8 

6 

2 

5 

11 

9 

2 

— 

— 

19 

1 

4 

5 

30 

19 

164 

sai  . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

7 

3 

25 

nil  .. 

9 

5 

4 

8 

4 

10 

— 

1 

3 

9 

6 

4 

1 

3 

17 

— 

5 

3 

32 

9 

133 

tin . 

21 

4 

4 

5 

2 

7 

1 

2 

5 

7 

3 

3 

7 

2 

31 

2 

3 

1 

25 

11 

146 

tel!  of  respira^ 

iy«i 

5 

2 

- 

2 

— 

2 

- 

— 

1 

1 

12 

1 

1 

— 

7 

— 

1 

2 

5 

3 

45 

ij  »  ich  and 

i  ••  •  •• 

3 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

5 

3 

24 

r  ritis  and 

eK . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

14 

•  *  •nephrosis 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

2 

- 

— 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

23 

(if*^  prostate 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

_ 

1 

5 

2 

21 

•.p>*  nildbirth 

1 

_ 

2 

-Iformations 

3 

4 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

__ 

1 

_ 

2 

4 

24 

end  ill- 

^  MSes  ... 

25 

15 

10 

13 

— 

20 

7 

2 

9 

11 

10 

2 

8 

4 

29 

2 

8 

34 

45 

19 

273 

accidents 

2 

2 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5 

_ 

2 

1 

— 

3 

3 

_ 

2 

_ 

5 

2 

30 

»ents  ... 

1  ••  •  • •  • 

7 

4 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

1 

20 

7 

56 

- 

3 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

5 

1 

26 

jj  'perations 

•-t.  - 

1 

1 

i 

291 

149 

82 

196 

48 

191 

63 

28 

131 

156 

153 

65 

82 

61 

411 

31 

96 

118 

674 

298 

3324 

93 


TABLE  6  CAUSES  of  death  at  all  ages  TN  each  district  during  the  year  1962 

RURAL  DISTRICTS 


Causes  of  Death 

Axbridge 

B  athavon 

Bridgwater 

Chard 

Clutton 

Dulverton 

Frome 

Langport 

Long  Ashton 

Shepton 

Mallet 

T  aunton  ] 

_i 

Wellington 

Wells 

Wllllton 

Wincanton 

Y  eo  vil 

r  a-"" 
0 
r 

« 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

MM 

- 

2 

1 

12 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  J 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

*  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

-  J 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  H 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

1 

- 

1  1 

Measles 

Other  infectivb  and  parasitic 

* 

" 

■ 

'  j 

diseases  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

11  J 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

5 

9 

10 

5 

5 

2 

4 

5 

10 

6 

7 

2 

3 

3 

3 

79  iJ 

bronchus  ... 

10 

11 

9 

8 

6 

2 

9 

8 

11 

4 

8 

1 

4 

6 

IS 

9 

124  2J 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast... 

2 

3 

9 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

3 

2 

2 

3 

4 

4 

5 

55  ll 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus... 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

•“ 

1 

1 

2 

21  1 

neoplasms 

41 

26 

20 

13 

20 

3 

8 

15 

39 

11 

18 

10 

10 

18 

17 

23 

292  s| 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

1 

* 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

17  1 

Diabetes  ...  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

“■ 

2 

2 

5 

1 

22  1 

S  ^  St  aae  •••  ••• 

54 

20 

32 

26 

36 

8 

16 

28 

47 

19 

39 

12 

29 

26 

54 

41 

487  |]| 

Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart 

64 

51 

39 

27 

37 

6 

12 

26 

67 

17 

48 

15 

22 

30 

36 

37 

534|i| 

disease  •••  •••  ••• 

12 

5 

2 

4 

7 

— 

3 

2 

10 

— 

2 

— 

— 

5 

2 

3 

S7|| 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

48 

34 

30 

17 

35 

12 

28 

19 

38 

17 

44 

16 

57 

12 

25 

17 

449|| 

Other  circulatory  disease  ••• 

19 

11 

23 

12 

15 

3 

— 

8 

19 

5 

18 

8 

10 

9 

11 

15 

iseH 

Influenza  ...  ... 

2 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

5 

2 

1 

2|| 

ueunioui  a  •••  •••  ••• 

15 

23 

12 

2 

7 

3 

3 

5 

29 

7 

20 

2 

14 

5 

4 

8 

1541 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory 

9 

11 

8 

6 

8 

1 

5 

7 

14 

3 

8 

1 

2 

20 

10 

6 

J 

system  ...  ... 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

11 

4 

2 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

duodenum  ...  ...  ... 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

2 

* 

2 

5 

2 

J 

diarrhoea  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

itH 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

5 

211 

Hypeiplasia  of  prostate  ••• 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

191 

abortion 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 1 

Congenital  malformations  ... 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

5 

2 

— 

— 

2 

6 

ssl 

diseases  ... 

40 

15 

16 

11 

21 

3 

10 

9 

23 

14 

31 

6 

16 

25 

24 

8 

27  5^ 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

— 

5 

3 

7 

1 

5 

2 

1 

6 

48r 

All  other  accidents  ... 

13 

2 

6 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

4 

2 

— 

7 

6 

7 

SlIJ 

Suicide  ...  ...  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of 

5 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

“* 

3 

1 

1 

2 

24|| 

v/ar 

1 

1 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ... 

378 

245 

239 

150 

218 

52 

Ill 

148 

341 

126 

278 

89 

183 

189 

242 

216 

320U 

94 


TABLE  7 

TABLE  SHOWING,  FOR  EACH  URBAN  DISTRICT,  THE  NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS,  AND 
DEATHS,  THE  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS,  ALSO  THE  BIRTH  RATE, 
DEATH  RATE,  AND  RATE  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Urban  Districts 

Live 

3irths 

Still 

Births 

Deaths 

Deaths 

under 
1  year 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Crude 

Birth 

Rate 

Adjusted 

Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Adjusted 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Bridgwater 

485 

10 

291 

5 

25,930 

18.70 

17.76 

11.22 

10.32 

10.31 

Burnham 

171 

3 

149 

4 

10,240 

16.70 

18.87 

14.55 

10.47 

23.40 

Chard 

113 

2 

82 

2 

6,020 

18.77 

18.02 

13.62 

12.80 

17.70 

Clevedon  ••• 

166 

3 

196 

4 

11,080 

14.98 

16.18 

17.70 

12.39 

24.10 

Crewkeme 

74 

1 

48 

0 

4,350 

17.01 

17.18 

11.04 

10.59 

00.00 

Frome 

220 

7 

191 

4 

11,570 

19.01 

20.72 

16.51 

12. 38 

18.19 

Glastonbury 

94 

1 

63 

2 

5,940 

15.82 

14.55 

10.60 

10.29 

21.27 

liminster 

41 

1 

28 

1 

2,790 

14.70 

14.70 

10.03 

9.43 

24.39 

Keynsham 

275 

4 

131 

3 

15,650 

17.57 

15.29 

8.37 

9.71 

10.91 

Minehead 

93 

1 

156 

1 

7,520 

12.37 

14.10 

20.74 

12.86 

10.75 

Norton-Radstock 

218 

5 

153 

6 

12,8  50 

16.96 

17.64 

11.91 

12.02 

27.52 

Portishead 

155 

3 

65 

0 

6,730 

23.02 

22.35 

9.66 

10.04 

00.00 

Shepton  Mallet 

87 

0 

82 

1 

5,570 

15.62 

15.93 

14.72 

12.22 

11.49 

Street 

115 

3 

61 

3 

6,940 

15.67 

15.57 

8.79 

8.79 

26.08 

Taunton  ••• 

569 

9 

411 

12 

36,230 

15.70 

15.54 

11.34 

11.11 

21.09 

Watchet  ... 

43 

2 

31 

0 

2,600 

16.54 

17.37 

11.92 

10.85 

00.00 

Wellington 

118 

1 

96 

0 

7,680 

15.37 

16.90 

12.50 

9.75 

00.00 

Wells 

127 

1 

118 

2 

6,960 

18.25 

18.43 

16.95 

10.17 

15.75 

Weston-super-Mare  635 

9 

674 

14 

42,750 

14.86 

16.79 

15.77 

11.19 

22.05 

Yeovil 

387 

12 

298 

7 

24,550 

15.76 

16.08 

12.13 

11.65 

18.09 

TOTAL 

of  Urban  District 

i4186 

78 

3324 

71 

253,950 

16.48 

16.97 

13.09 

11.26 

16.96 

95 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Dysentery 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyeliti  s 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

Tuberculosis  — 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  — 

Non-Pulmonary 

URBAN  DISTRICTS 

Bridgwater 

6 

5 

2 

9 

1 

2 

4 

11 

1 

Bumham  •••  ••• 

6 

1 

2 

— 

- 

9 

11 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Ohard  •••  ••• 

262 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Clevedon  ... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Crewkeme  ...  ... 

114 

1 

- 

Frome 

4 

1 

4 

1 

Glastonbury  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Ilminster 

18 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Keynsham  ... 

3 

7 

- 

Minehead  ...  ... 

8 

6 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Norton-Radstock 

144 

6 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Portishead  ...  ... 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Shepton  Mallet  ... 

6 

— 

2 

— 

- 

— 

3 

— 

— 

- 

2 

- 

Street  ... 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Taunton 

88 

14 

4 

1 

2 

2 

5 

— 

1 

5 

7 

— 

Watchet  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wellington 

52 

1 

— 

- 

- 

7 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Wells 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Weston-supei^are  ... 

3 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

Yeovil 

10 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

5 

1 

RURAL  DISTRICTS 

Axbridge 

108 

12 

3 

17 

2 

1 

9 

2 

Bathavon  ...  ... 

10 

9 

— 

6 

2 

16 

— 

3 

2 

12 

2 

Bridgwater 

62 

7 

2 

— 

— 

15 

14 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Clisrd  *  ** 

122 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clutton 

14 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

16 

— 

6 

— 

1 

* 

Dulverton  ...  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Frome 

31 

4 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Langport 

79 

2 

— 

— 

— 

8 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Long  Ashton  ... 

5 

2 

— 

— 

3 

14 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shepton  Mallet 

56 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Taunton 

64 

10 

— 

— 

5 

4 

5 

— 

— 

6 

2 

Wellington 

136 

- 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Wells 

91 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

Williton 

13 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Wincanton 

28 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

11 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Yeovil 

141 

6 

1 

- 

— 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

6 

3 

Urban  Districts 

725 

43 

22 

2 

7 

31 

29 

— 

8 

10 

77 

11 

Rural  Districts 

964 

66 

7 

1 

19 

63 

124 

— 

17 

4 

46 

15 

Administrative  County 

1689 

109 

29 

3 

26 

94 

153 

25 

14 

123 

26 

Comparative  Figures  for 
1961  . 

9747 

126 

37 

7 

43 

664 

166 

6 

29 

75 

180 

37 

97 


TABLE  9  (continued) 


Chicken  Pox 
Enteric  and 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Mumps 
Rubella 


_  Bridgwater  Rural:  1 


—  Long  Ashton  Rural  :  1 

_  Bridgwater  Borough:  1 

—  Bridgwater  Rural:  4 
Bumham»on-Sea  Urban: 


Bridgwater  B  crough: 
4 


3 


